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FULL DRESS
for Sea-going Service

Every facility and personal
attention are sfforded to sea.
going men for a speedy and
efficicnt outfitting service, If
unably to call, you can order
by post any article of clothing required or a complete uniform for any
rank, Write for prices and self-measurment forms to:

GARDINER

& CO. (The Scotch House) LTD.

1,3 &5, COMMERCIAL RD., LONDON, E.1 Tel Bishopsgate 6751/3
Brarches at Depiford Hosse. Depiford Broadesy, S 8 33,37 Hare Siveer, Wanlwivh, 5 K14

for
QUALITY CAKES

ring

PORTSMOUTH
73952
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In lll\' vaoar 1830 1w L‘ll!ﬂ’(." ol
the Howse of Saccone anmd Speed
hrst commenced trading s Wine
Merchants. Succecding generations
bave added lustee to the pamie
and built up the traditional Service
par excellence Tor which it is inter

nationally knowan,

SACCONE & SPEED, LIMITED

! . Y ). ’
22, Sackwville Strect, Piccadilly, Lendon, W' 1
NRANCHSE AN CORRESPONDENTS THAIUGIHAOUT THE Wi D

Britains foremost journal on
Radio. Television and Electronices

WIRELESS WORLD is Britain's leading technical mugazine in
the generul field of radio, television and electronics, Founded
nearly 40 years ago, it has always provided a complee and
accurate survey of the newest technique in design and manulac-
ture, Articles of i high standard cover every phase of the radio
and allied ndustnes, with reviews of equipment. broadcast
receivers and compaonents, Theoretical articies deal with design
data and circuits for every upplication,

Wireless World

25, MONTHLY Annual Subscrnption 26s,

Technical Books
Many authoritatve technical books dealing with both the theory and practice of radio
and television are published in conpunction with “Wireless World™, Write for Jist to
THE PUBLISHING DEPT,, ILIFFE & SONS LTD,
DORSET HOUSE, STAMFORD STREET, LONDON, SE 1. (Wuterioo 3335
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I'HE CAPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT,
ADMIRALTY SIGNAL AND RADAR ESTABLISHMENT, HASLEMERE

CAPTAIN E. W. J. BANKES, ROYAL NAVY

Qualified in Signals, 1928-29,

Instructonal Staff, H. M. Signal School, 1930

Signal Officer, 5th D.F., HM.S, Wallace, Atlantic
Fleet, 1920-31

Advanced Course m WIT, RN.C., Gresnwsch,
1931-32

Squadron Signal und W/T Officer 1o R.A, 12 C.S,,
H.M.S, Londop, Mcditerranean Fleet, 1932.33.

Squadron Signal and W/ T Officer 10 Commodore,
New Zealund Station, , HLM.S. Dunedin, 1933.36,

Experimental Department, HM . Signal School,
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Fleet Wireless Officer, Moediterranean  Fieed
1937-%9
Pramated Commuander, December, 1939,

Signal Division, Admizalty, 1939.44,

Executive Officer, HM.S. Vierrion
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Frooping Dutes, 1945.46
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Deputy Director, Radio Equipment Deparimens
Admiralty, 1996-45,

Captain  Superintendent,
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EDITORIAL

We record with regret the depariure of 2/0, Hilda
Jones, who has acted 05 Treusurer of Twe Com-
MUNICATOR for over (wo years. In this year's Poctse
mouth Command Lawn Teanis Championships
20, Jones won the Ladies’ Singles and, with parteer,
the Ladies™ Doubles. Coagratulations on this
splendist performance and thank vou vety *much,
Hikld, for your wark for the magazine.

- el - L

Will vou please send i your bulk orders in good
time” This was requested in the Easter number and it
really & important, as it enables us to avoid wasting
money by having 100 many magazines printed,

“ICHABOD™

Prostrated by the news of the death of her husband
In battle, a poor Hebrew girl gave premature birth to
u son and deed of grief, But befone she died, she gave
the child his name. It was “Ichubod.™ It means “the
glory s Geparted.”

The glory is departed. Time compels us to that ssd
and wistful conclusion over most things. It & ope of
the eternal tragedies of this changing world, People
and things grow old, they wear out, and what was
once fine and strong bacomes frail and feehle, Where
their fathers looked with respect und admirasion. the
children look askunce,

This was brought home 10 me the other day when
I saw one particular pendant fluttering at the mast.
It was the Church Pendant. | felt that the time had
come for its renaming. 1t should be calles! *Ichabod ™
for its glory had departed 100,

Fhe Church Pendant first saw light of day in the
sevenleenth century. The English and the Dutch
were engnged In 0 war whicl, at sea, at least, was
being fought oul in the way in which sailors have
always liked to fight. Both flects were munned by
natursl seamen whose conduct was ruled by the
traditions and decencies of true naval warfare. Only
such conditions could have given birth 10 the Church
Pendunt.

Take 4 look at it. It combines in one flag both the
Cross of St, George of Englund and the colours of
the Necherfands: It wad the one symbol of unity
whase bouting, by common consent. immediately
silenced all strife and discord.

In those days of loag ago it must have been u
wonderful sight to have seen two hostile sguadrons
hove to, with friend and foe, beneath the same fag,
bowed in prayer. And how sad it is to remember
that in these days that pendont has lost its power.
Now it I8 not strong enough, in nine cases out of ten,
to make 3 seaman stub out his cigarette, let alope go
nlong 10 pray. Ichabod !

But though it has lost its former authority, the
Church Pendunt still remains for us & reminder of the
force that Christianity omce was, nod yet could be in
our discordant worki. When the pendant was first

tntroduced It was the only thing in the world that
could actually restrain the hands ol men engaged in
battie with boncar 1o all. It could do so becouse, in
spite of their differences, both sides did worship the
sume Prince of Peace in whose honour 1the flag was
holsted. It was as If He were once more standing in
the tossing boat on the Sex of Gafilee commanding
the tempest: *Peace, be still."™

So, even to-day, He could bring peace anid concorsd
to u quarrelsome workd if we would let Him,

OF thelr own free will seamen obeyed the Chuech
Pendant when it called for peace in the name of
Christ, Tt was but the symbol of the Cross thal out
Master holds up before the world to-day, An invita-
tion to five nt peace together which we have the same
freedom of choice 10 sccept or reject,

Ol, thnt we hod the wisdom of our forefathers in
the Service!

PADRE,

SIGNALS
Signals

Cause eiation,

Gloom, rage, vituperaiion,

According 10 each varied text

{Which is always what you least expect !),
But one emotion i always sure,

The hate that will my mind enfold

When 1 behald

Signats!

Signals

Give me nightmares,

Every time a ten-inch lamp fares
There's our peadants ot the dip
(That'll make the Yeoman drip!),
Still, better than the M.S.0.,
There the puper falls like snow,
Confetti?—No!

Sigoale!!

Signals

Come s batches,

Over phones and out of hatches,
Teleprinters clank and clatter,
Qutppuring screeds of signal moer,
Signals ull of grief and woe,
*Reference your so and so,"

Copies and originals,

Signals!!!

Signals
On & lonyg pad,
Enough to drive a Bunting mad,
Re solution Bitumastic,
Boiler tubes or sheets of plastic,
Requesting for a2 Chippie’s mate;
Flrst a dribble, 1then a spate,
How I hate
Signals! 11! .
H. R. S, (L/Sig.).
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THE R.N.V.(W)R.

Historical

After the First World War the RN.V.R., which
consists - of twelve divisons at various sea ports,
included the Telegruphist as one of i1s specialiss
branches, similar to the Signalman. But it was found
impossible to recruit the necessary numbers into. this
branch, which, for those days, demanded a relatively
high standard of education and technical knowiedge.
The problem was in fact very much the same as 15 now
facing the R.N. Electrical Branch. A large potential
source of the right type of man wis known 1o exist
in the form of the mdio amateurs, but they lived almost
exclusively intand round the radio industries of the
Midkands, and were therefore remote from the
training facilities offered by the RN.V.R, and s
purely coastal organisation.

In 1932 the Roya! Naval Wireless Auxiliary Re-
serve was set up with the obsect of tapping this source
of enthusiasts and directing part of their efforts slong
naval lines. This reserve was additional to the W, T
Branch of the RNV.R,, and was of a much less
“Service™ character. The Admiralty suppbed them
with hitle more than a room, called the Training
Centre, which was fitted with a blackboard und
buzzer ctrcuits, @ badge to wear in the lapel of their
coals aned official encouragement. Largely by their
own initiative and enterprise they became a very
valuable resecve, 30 that when the Munich crisis of
1938 finally shook us into the realisation of the
imminence of war, it was thought prudent 10 bring
the RN.W.AR, more into fine with the RN.V.R,,
to which end, among muny changes, they were supplied
with uniform and rechristened the Royal Naval
Volunteer (Wireless) Reserve. At the outbreak they
vere, of course, calied up, and many of their members
distinguished themselves by rapsd advancement and,
in some cases, promotion to officer; many others,
unfortunately, did not survive, Cowageons, for
instance, took with her nearly all the RN V(W)
Reservists from Exmouth.

Post-War Recomstitution

In 1946 the Admiralty approved the reconstitution
of the RN.V.R. and with It, “within the framework of
the RN.2Y.R.," as the legnl phrasing reads, the
RNVAW)IR. The new RN V.(W)R., they laxd down,
was 1o include the old W/T branch of the RN.Y. R,
that #s to say, it is both coastal and inland in nature,
was to be on pre-war lines, to consist of 39 officers
and 1,0 men, with an additional 240 Electrical
Branch included in it for maintenance of the equip.
ment. It might be argued that o better and more
uniform solution would have been to call il the
Wireless Branch of the R.N.V.R. and to have organ-
ised it under the Commanding Officers of the
R.N.V.R. Divisicns, but many considerations involy-
ing pre-war precedent and the necessity of keeping a
wireless organisation centralised dictated the reverse.
‘The result is that in the Naval Volunteer Ressrves

there are now two Electrical Branches, the main one
in the RNV.R. and a subsidiary ome in the
R.N.VAWIR,, which introduces complications many
of which have still 10 be settled by experience,

Organksation

The reserve covers England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Irelund. 1t is regronalised into nine districes
—London (No._ 1), Western Epgland (No. 2), Mid-
1ands (No. 3), N.W. England (No, 4), N.E, England
(No. 5), Scocland (No, 6), N, Ireland (No. 7), Ean
Anglls (No. 8) and Thames Estuary {(No. 9). In
charge of each district &5 a District Officer, usually of
the rank of Licutenant Commander, who is responsis
ble direct to the Admiral Commanding Reserves for
enrolling, training and administering the reseevists in
his district, He Is assisted by two or three Section
Olfcers (Licutenants) and a Warrant Officer.

The reservises are formed into “units™ of ten o
twelve in number, under a rating-in-charge. Active
service Chiel and Petty Officer Telegraphists are
allowed as Instructoss on the basis of two per district,
Conditions of Service

Men sign on in the RN.VAWIR. for penods of
five years, which can be renewsd up to the age of
about 50 depending on their rating, They are pasd an
annual bounty of £10, an efficiency grant according
1o their ratng up 1o £3 per annum, and various
allowances for travelling and cost of meals whilst
under instraction. They are supphied with uniform
and, by passing the necessary courses, examinations
and completing the necessary amount of sea time
they are able to advance in rting in a similar fashion
10 the RN Telegraphist

In order 10 qualify for these allowances they are
required to caery out a minimum of eighty hours’
instruction per annum and to undergo al Jeast Lwenty-
elght days' continuous training during each period of
five years, This is being increased 10 fifty-gix days 10
bring it into line with the R N.V.R. The continuous

Vice-Admiral Sir Wilfred Patterson with LiTels.
L. J. Lester and A, Padficld ut the RN.V.(W)R.
Centre, Admiralty
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truining may take the form of a course at H.M.
Signal School or serving aboard an H.M. ship, and
can be done by the week or formight

Entry was ongnally opened 10 men between the
uges of |8 and 45 who had had Royal Navy experience
in the war, 11 was later extended 1o others between 18
and 26, and recently a youth entry has been approved
for 17-year-olds, with the part object of attracting Sea
Cadets at the time they leave the Sea CadetCorps.
The introduction of Natiomal Service raised many
problems, and it cun castly be scen that the numbers
of men taken into any beanch of the Royal Navy per
year for National Service has a direct bearing on the
numbers that can be entered into the Volunteer
Reserves. [n the case of the Wireless Branch, this
probiem was particularly acute, since the Royul Navy
decsded (o 1ake no telegraphisis whatsoever owing 1o
the length of time it takes to teach 2 man Morse.
They bave since agresd 10 allow an annual guota of
200 exclusively for the RIN.VAWIR, This therefore
governs the rate of enrolment of young men, since
it is useless 1o start truining & man who will subse-
quently be called up for the Army or RAF.

Fquipment

Included In cach RN.V.R. Dwvision and situated
in the major towns throughout the United Kingdom
are RNANAWIR. Trining Cenrres, 10 which the
“units” of reservists sre attacked, and at which they
carry out their weekly drills, A Training Centre
consists, In the main, of two rooms--one is the
lecture room, which is fitted up for buzzer and touch-
typing instruction; the other is the wireless office, und
conlains (wo Lransmitters, types 83 and 60, three
receiving bays, asually B 28°sand 295, voice-training
equipment, recording outfit and cubicles, &nd two
Y.H.F. sets type 86. Shortly it is hoped to fit them for
automatic Morse. They ore of such a size as will
sccommodate at least twelve men (one unit) at a time.

Also supplied are 3 limited npumber of transmitsers
4G and reccivers HRO which are loaned 10 the more
experenced ratings 10 CAfry out some instrugtion at
home as satellite stations to the Training Cenire,

All trunsmitters are crysial controlied, and & doren
frequencies are allocated 10 the RNLY {W)R. between
3 and 6 Mc/s
Bukld-up

It is always difficult 10 get o reserve of this aature
staried, more particelarly soon after & seven-year war,
when the moad of the public suffers a reaction to the
Fighting Services. Moceover, it is dificalt to attract a
would-be recruit unless there is something to attract
him, such as some equipment, which requires some
premises in which Lo put it. Owmng (¢ housing short-
ages. finding suitable Training Centre nccommo-
dation has been, and sull is, extremely slow and dis-
heartening, whilst shortages of material and Jabour
and the complexity of the financial organisation add
further delays 10 the work of reeeguipment. The
result was that just over a year ago, Gespite a year's
effocts on the part of the Admiral Commanding
Reserves, neé Traming Centre was near completion

andd the RN.YAW)R. consssted of twenty-four ratings
and about half us many officers. Since then, doubtless
spurred on by the trend of workd events, it has been
going ahead satisfactonly, and now condists of 22
officers and 260 men, with the rate of enrolment
showing an eocouraging incyease,

The first two Traming Centres in London (Admir-
alty SW, Tower) and Grimsby (Wreck Dispersal
Offices) were oppened by Admiral Commanding
Reserves on 281h September kst in a short ceremony
ut which be addrossed the reservists in the London
Training Cenire and simultaneously those at Grimshy
by voice radio, and was replied to by District Officer §
from Grimsby using type 89 on & duplex circuit
{Incidentally, the specch quality was sufficiently good
for L1. Chapman at Lescester 10 receive and rebroad-
cast it on the Midlands district frequency, Hself a
commendable lechnical performance) Many other
Tratning Centres are now in hand in Bath, North-
ampton, RN.A.S. Bramcote, Lelcester, Manchester,
Leeds, Bradford, Stockton, Aberdeen, Yarmouth und
Southend, as well as in the twelve RN.Y.R. Divisions
at London, Newhaven, Hove, Southampton, Bristol,
Liverpool, Glasgow, Dundes, Edinburgh, Newcascle,
Hull and Belfast.

Remarks

The first district off the mark to enrol recruits was
No. 9 at Southend. This was due to the encrgy of
Hon. Lt. Cdr. Burrows, who was one of the founda-
non members and whose name s doubtiess remem-
bered by many of the pre-war reservists assoclated
with the original RN.W.AR. Unfortunately the
search for premises in Southensd proved particularly
thormy, and it is only now, after two years and many
fulse starts, being brought to a successful conclusion,
It can well be tmagined bhow exhausting this has dbeen
to the patience of the Southend resecvists.

No. § District (N.E. Eogland), under Lt. Cdr.
Juckson, |8 well in the lead both in numbers of
reservists and training centres, Jackson is to be
congratulated on forcing through the work of re-
equipmeant against the lLsbyrinth of present-day
controls and obstacles.

The London District, which is tather a mésnomer,
as il covers the Home Counties and down to the
South Coast between Bournemouth and Hastings, is
also going ahead well under Hon, Lt, Cdr, Rogers,
who gnined considerable éxperience dunng the war
in the instrectional side of Combined Operations
Communications.

The resignations have been sccepted with regret
from three long-standing members of the pre-war
reserve, owing to pressure of business: Hon, Lt, Cdr,
H. B. Howell, Hon. Lt, Cdr. W, i. Marston and Hon.
Lt W. H. Martin, late District Officers, 2, 3 and 7,
We wish them good luck and thank theem for all thewr
conscientions service before and since the war.

Activities, Present and Future

Organised activity on the air at present consists of
weekly traffic hundling between 2000 and 2100 (local
time)} on Wednesdays, when all districts capable of it
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put o guard station on watch for clearing traffic to and
from A .C.R. Signal School trarsmals one slow and one
standard SBX each wesk for the RN.V/IW)R
Within the districis tramning (s progressing as arranged
by the officers with the facilites available, which
{requently consist of & room In their own bome, or
one loaned by the Sea Cadel Corps, Stress 15 being
Inid on reception of Morse on a typewriter and on
volce procedure. When a few more Training Cenires
are compiele it is hoped (o start more carefully
organised exercise periods conirolled by Signal School,
similat 1o their Witex exercises for RN Signal Schools
and Air Siations.

During the summer RN.V(WIR. Telegraphusts
have been getting sea expenence in the RN V.R,
sea tenders, and in seyeral cases have kept satisfactory
touch with RUN. Port Wave stutions or RN VAW)R.
stations duting crusises round the coast und to Norway.
Unfortunazely, in many instances. the sea tender’s
wireless equipment & unrelinble or totally unservice-

ahle, It will not be passible to rectify this situation
fully until the RNV R.(L) Branch builds up in
strength and experience.

It i intended 10 reintroduce the pre-war practice
of communicating with H. M. ships, which has already
been done on 2 limited basis as a result of armange-
ments mide by reservists whilss undergoing annual
Trnining,

Once the reserve is built up und re-equipped, it will
be possible 10 put & comprehensive shore wircless
network on the air at routine times for handhing
truffic between AC.R., RN.V.R. Divisioas and
RN VIWIR. District Headquarters. In uddition it
should be possible to supply week-ond facilitses for
the sea tenders to keep in touch with their base and
exercise with one another whilss at sea via the same
network. Exercises in long<lstance communication
will be arranged with the R.N. wireless stations
ubecad. and later, it is hoped, with reservists in other
Daminions,

TELEGRAPH CODES

In 1844 Somuel Morse demonstrated the use of hiy
telegiaph code in the USAL und when Marconi
cuused signals 10 spun the Atlantic by wiroless It was
three dots from this code that did the trick. By fag,
lamp, sound and wireless equipment the Royal Navy
has been using the Morse code since 1865, Smuil
wonder that many Communicators bebieved that dots
and diashes held 1 monopoly in Iciegraphy. In recent
years, however, the use of the releprinter has brought
attentson 10 4 rival.

To revise our knowledge of the Morse code: dois
and dasbes-in combsnarion will form any number of
chataciers. I it were desired to use charciers of not
more than three symbols the total available would be
fourteen. The railways use such 8 hmited code with o
few cambinations representing. prearranged words or
sentences. Morse seiected charucters with up to five
symbols and, from the sixty-two avidlakle combinu-
tions, armnged an zlphubet and fgures. Other poople
have adapied the code to suit the needs of their
lunguages by adding diferent combinations, or by
allozating diflerent meanings 10 the characters
Longer characters decrease telepraph speed and sre
generally (oo cumbersome. Telegruph sposd may be
vaned betwesn wide limits provided the dashes remain
three times the lepgth of dots, with appropriate
separation, This is an advantage with human oper-
#iors, but for automatic operation it 1s better Lo have
o fixed specd of operation and all characters the same
length

Insiend of varying dots and Sashes in Ume-length st
Is possible 10 viry the electricnl condition of line or
radio circuits. When thes is done the signal conditions
nre referred 10 as “mark” and “space™ and are built
up of unil lengths, which are fixed for a particular
cade: Schemes sed in the Cable Morse code are
shown !

() ot mark cush  space
(hy doc  space mark  dash - mark - spuce meutral
ino traffic) two space
units,
Qi) do1 mark - space  dash space- mark.  peol-
ral.  two mark units.

In all thsree schemes dots and dashes are replaced by
slignals ol dot length, thus increasing the telegraph
speed. A Turther increase s achiesed by eliminating
gnps between successive units, When tranamitning on
two channels over the sume circut, signals from
Channel | (using scheme &, say) maght be intertaced
with Channel 2 signals tsay scheme i), without any
gaps. Yel another method of transmitting two
messages simultaneously In one direction is schaeved
by reversal of current for one channel and by varymg
the amount of current (in either direction) for the
sccond chanoel, That [s, for a given amount of current
a “mark”™ i transmitted and for a lesser amount (say
balf) 2 “space” s transmitied, quite independently of
the first channe!l signals which ure changing the
wirection of the current. Although the length of sym-
bols has been equalised 1he fength of characters sull
VEM6 (0 proportion to their Morse length.

Cur own language reguires thirty-six churacters for
figures and letiers, und provision must be mode for
punctaation symbols, functions such as line shift and
carriage return when printing pages. The Murray -
code with five unit characters, used in teleprinting, s
Hmited 10 thiny«two combinations, and, therefore, it
is necessary that every characier should represent two
things, as is done with a typewrifer Keyboard, The
“case™ selection is then achieved by clectro-mechani-
cal meuns. Furthermore. for teleprinter operation,
each characier is preceded by a “space’ signal which
atarts the receiving mechanism and is followed by a
one und o ball’ unil “mark™ signal which stops the
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muchine. As unit Jength 4 fxed at 20 millisecoads, in
the Murray code a complete character occupies 150
milliseconds, A standard word 18 considered 10 have
five Jetters and a space, occupying o total of 900 mill-
seconds, thus telegraph speeds of 66 w.pm, are
possible.

Anather code with five characters of egual length
nad appeared in (874, This was the Baudot code which
s atill used on the Continent, Setting up the five units
per character is @ manual operation which is<Sower
than typing the Murray five-unit code, and the
allocation of meanings in the two codes differs widely,

A six-unit cade will give sixty-four combinations
This avoids the need for case shift mechanism and
vesults in time savings by elininating the figure shiff and
fetter shift chiaracters. Seven- and cight-unit codes also
exist, but these are basically Murray code with units
added to provide error detection. An eighl-unit ex-
ample of this development would beobtained byadded
“mark ™ and “space” units os necessary 1o produce four
""marks" and four 'spaces’ in every character. If, now,
& clrewst fault causes one of the first five units to change
condition. the balance & upset and this is indicated by
circuits of the receiver. Lengthening of characiers is
uneconomecal and the ¢ight-unit code & likety to be
used oaly on difficult circuits, where distortion is
prevalent, Conversion from five to eight units, and

message might be transformed on successive circuit
links in being routed 10 5ts destination,

Another five-unit code is used in the transmission of
speech! In the pulse code methed of modulation the
speech mput signal i “sampled” 8,000 tmes por
second, The amplitude at these instants is signalled Lo
the recaiver, where the impalses are grouped together
agrin 1o form the reproduced speech. The range of
values of the samples is divided into small portioos
amd each portion has a representative five-unit
charncter. The characters are allocated so that the
more positive the signal the greater the proportion of
marks to spaces in the charactes, maximum positive
vilue being represenied by five murks. Maximum
negative value s signalied by 2 five-space character
and combinations of mark and space elements repre-
sent intermedinte values, The smaller the range of
values covered by one code character the more
accurately can the speech be re-formed at the receiver
and it bas boen found that a five-unit code, of thirty-
two  characters, produces speech  of  accepiable
quality, For high-fidefity reproduction a six-unit code
of skxty-four charucters is employed,

Other methods of transmission used commercially
melude mosake and photo facsimile. However, since
the signals ransmitied by these methods are directly
related to the printed words, they are classed as non-

reconversion, 15 accomplished automatically and o

code and are not matter for this article.

WHITEHALL. WIRELESS STATION

Since 1945, the Station Commattee at Whatehall Wireless have organsed, annually, a Reunton.
Though primarily intended for members of the Communication Branch who have served at
the station in the past, the Commitlee have decided this year to extend an lnvitation to all
Communicators, past and present, and 10 their friends, not [orgetting members of the
Edectricsl Beanch IR)

WHITEHALL WIRELESS ANNUAL REUNION
PORCHESTER HALL, PADDINGTON, LONDON

Friday, November 11th, 18948
1930 — 2345

Single Tickets 38, Bd,

Fully Licensed Buffet Dress Optional

Porchester Hall is one of the finest in Loadon, large enough for six hundred dancers. There
will be a fully licensed buffet throughout the whole of the evening.
“David Jack snd His Collegians™ have been engaged. This orchestru provided the muse at the
two previows Reunions and proved 10 be very popular,
Porchester Hall is within easy walking distance of Paddington maifway siation, snd is well
served by buses,
Applications for tickets should reach:

THE SECRETARY, WHITEHALL WIRELESS WELFARE COMMITTEE,

ADM.RMITVO lcoNDoN' s.“'.l‘

any time afier September 152 but not later than November Ist, Cheques and postal orders
shoubd be crossed and made payable to “Admirnlty Wireless Sports Club.™
Greetings to Communicators the world aver, and if we doa’t see you (his year perbaps you
will be home ugain in time for next years Reunion,
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PORTCHESTER

as the name implies, was a Roman settlement, and the castle walls
date from that period. The path used by prelates on their journeys
from the castle to Southwick Priory, the Abbot's Way, can still
be traced. Legend says that the town was in existence for over
200 years before the Romans invaded England.

Our artist has chosen three scenes within the castle precincts
for his illustrations.
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LET'S TALK SHOP !

A Signal School's Comference

This was beld in Mercory from the 27th to 29th
April, 1949, with the object of discussing current
triuing problems.

Lt, Cdr. R, ). Robertson, R.AN, flew from
Austratin for ir, but his sireraft wus deloyeg ew rowre
and he arrived just oo late. However, he visitesd
Merewy several times during the following month
and o number of other establishments, wireless
stations, ete., and it is hoped that his long trip was
worth while,

Another welcome visitor i Apeil was Cdr. M, G,
Stirling, R.C.N., Derector of Nuval Commaunications;
R.CN. He was unfortunately unable 1o stuy on for the
conference.

Li, R. A, H. Panter represented the R.INZN
Others who attended were Cde. N, J, Wagsiail and
Lt. S. F. Berthon {Cookham}, Lt. Cdr, J R. Phillj-
more (Vicarage Road), Lt Cdr. J. N Kennard
(NASS, Lt Cdr G, H, Colme-Seymour (Freming:
ton), Lt. Cdr. R. W. D. Bray (Ganges), L1. Cdr, J. C,
Buckerwdge (Sea Emgle), and Comm. L. S, G. Oxley
{Beuce).

Besides the discussions, talks were given by
members of the Mercury staff and officers from the
Signal Divislon, ASRE, and NASS., aon the
latest developments und policy in their particular
spheres.

The conference produced i number of useful ideas,
some of which are being tried out, a vitlunble oppor-
tunity for exchange of views, and as may be imagined,
Do unanimity,

The general feeling stemed 1o be that the conference
was good value, und might profitably be repeated
biennially.

“Trident™ Fahibition

In conjunction with AS R.E., MWercww s provs 2
stand for the exhibition which was held in Apell In the
RN College. Greenwich, m connection with the
Navy's top secret Exercise “Todent.” at which the
witr of the future and 15 naval problems were dis-
cussed by what wis probably the greatest concentri-
tion of senior naval officers ever assembled.

Meveaw "y exhibits, which were the result of much
thought and hard work, came in for favourable
comment, As far as practicable, exhibits und dlagrams
are being modibed Tor mstractional use

“Verity"'

One of our biggest headaches bas been provided by
Exercive “Verity," the Western Union Fleet exercises,
for which it has boen necessary 10 find no fewer than
222 Comwnunscation ratings for laison and other
dutics. These exercises arc taking place as we go 0
press, und are to kast for three weeks; und to achieve
it we bave had to stop all United Kingdom Leading
Signaimen and Leading Telegraphists’ courses, while

in Mercowy the Signal and Wireless Instructors”
and the Yeoman of Sigs. (Q.) Courses huve alse been
stopped. While this s u sericos break in training, it
provides all ratings with some sea-going experience
and responsibility out of the ordinury, and many
have tuken the opporfunity of brushing up their
French. We feel confident that our linison teams will
do much fo help the inlcgration and co-operation
betwueen the oations that s so essential to the suocesy
of Western Union.

V/S COMMENTARY

It wus sugpested the other day that the stundard
speed of semaphore in the Fleel should be reduced,
us it wus 100 difficult to obtain, We fiatly rejecs this
proposal sow as we did at the tme, believing that
twenty words per minute s guite reasonable for
what 5 still the simplest method of short-range
signatling,

There has been discussion recently on o new
messsge form. By the time all inter-Service require-
ments hud been met, however, there was little or no
space Jeft for the message, The debate continues,

The new VSI huas at last gone 10 the printers and
with any luck it should be out in the next four months
We do not yet know what colour its covers will be
blessed with, but It is boped It will not be another
“yellow peril” inside. The new Signal Training
Muanual i much nearer complesion and may welt be
oot next month.

More comments had besn expected on the steady
sream of amendments 10 the new books now beling
issped; they are only minor corrections and will
probably coatinue for some time. The Home and
Mesiterranean Fleets will ulready be familiar with
the change from Farce, Group and Sub-Group to
Task Force, Task Group und Tesk Unit, Onhers
will get the amendment beloe long.

Looking idly through one of the shiny papers the
other day, we stw un [tallun national flag defaced
in an unusual way. A new “Flags of All Nations™
Is being published this year, but we should welcome
here the description of any strange o unusual fags
met with in any part of the workd,

Lastly we gather that Red Ensign Mike, 0 recently
recalled to service, is om il way oul sgain and IS o
be replaced by a two-etter group from the foter-
national Code with the same meaning.

COMMUNICATION

WRENS' TRAINING

The ¢ix W.RINS. Telegraphist and two Sigaal
Courses at present in progress will shortly be jdincd
by W/T I8 and Signal Course No. 5.

Since the kst edition the Amst batch of Wren
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Telegraphisis und Wrens Signal have relieved male
ratings in the CinC.’s Wireless Office and Centrul
Signal  Station, Portsmouth, respectively. Wren
Telegraphists particularly will be glad 10 know that
opportunities of employment i naval shore wireléss
stations are becoming more widespread, and as we
hope that further similar vacancses will become
uvailable, it is important that Wreas serving in the
Alr Command should keep up their Morse, No Wren
is considered for one of these vacancees until she has
served for ut [east nine months at an wir station, afler
which she may request o transfer from the Air
Command. Names of volunteers are noted at Burgh-
field and from their number subsequent vacancies in
shore wircless offices are filled, subject 10 a satisfoctory
test of their Morse efliciency,

The first Wren Telegraphisis have recently armved
at Anthorn and Arbeoath, which brings the total
number of air stations bearing Wren Telegraphasts
up 10 eleven,

The training of W.R.NS, Signal Course No. 3
has been interrupted for 2 fortnight, as thes course
was required for cryprographic duty in Londonderry
during Flag Officer, Submarines, Summer War—an
experience which is not given to many and which
should peove invaluable to these taking part,

The advancement rules for the W.R.N.S. Signal
category are still under discussion, and, althoogh
AF.O. 112549 bas been amended 10 include the
provise that one of the future guulifications lor
advancerment will be professional examination after
course, the date on which these courses will come
into force is still in doubt, owing to the present
policy of keeping traiming time at o minimum.

Wastuge in the switchboard operator category has
been 0 high during recent months that it has been
necessary 10 recrult Wrens with no previous G.P.O.
experience and they will be given a six-week course st
A CHQ, Devonport, which it is hoped will equip
them with the knowledge necesssry 10 opersie as
successfully as those with several years™ experience
behind them.

WIRELESS COMMENTARY

The aim of all in the Communications Branch is
the accurate delivery of messapes all the way from
originator to addressees in the quickest possible time,
“Addressees”—with the complexity of 4 modern
il or, say, the number of departments in an aircraft
carrier, the word itself implies 2 big problem in rapid
distrivution alone. Much progress hus been made
in reducing the time a message lakes in passing over
wireless circuits, first by wsing high-speed Moise
and  now replacing  this  with  radiodeleprinter.
Further progress may be expected in this direction, bun
in the meantime a great deal of thought 18 being given
10 decreasing the lime o messuge spends being
processed in communications offices, These processes
are complicated by the vanous degrees of precedence
and security which messages may be given and also

by variety in the choice of route—wireless, Leleptinter,
VS, telephone or post. Thus a sinple production line
i not casily arranged. Through-routeing has 1o be
considered 100

Various improvements in method are coming into
use or huving thelr mecits considered, Tapesrelay,
for example, by taking sdvantage of the ability of
radio-teleprinter equipment o reproduce  punched
tapes 2t any stage in the system, very much reduces
the effort required for handling & message ut inters
mediate siages on the rouse. Before long. 100, it may
prove advantageous (o make use of infernal seles
printers for muking o rush distribution of particular
MESSages.

At the same lime some work 15 bemng done m a
mock-up of & Muin Signal Office in HM.S. Myercurs
10 s:cure Improvements In the fayoul and genecrad
orderhiness of communicutions offices of all kinds
The present mock-up represents o shore headquariess
and all message handling other than distribution and
cryplography is concentrated in a “traffic cenire,”
which is the heart of the system Live exercises take
place quite frequently anad it is possible, and ofien
dane, to reduce the scale to that of, say, o cruser,
50 that expersence of vartous kinds can be obtained
In this way it is hoped that some stundard methads
may, by degrees, and in conjunction with sea
experience, be evolved.

Thoeuaght also hus to be given o the smaller details.
For sxample, standard disiribution guides are being
warked out 1o help the ratings responsible Lo reach
# tapid decision on the night distribution of each
message. Consaderation has been given 10 1wo othor
methods of distribution. The first requires the
orginatar 1o put the distribution on mMessages sem
out. The second method would have the signal
department distnbute 1o heads of department and
rely on each depariment for further sub-distribution,
Both these two methods have been rejected, nightls.
it is thought, on the strength of recommendulions
from sea.

Otlver Oetalls alfect office machinery. It is hoped
10 standardise to some extent on sich things as (s
and racks. A further improverment in the handling of
unclussified traffic comes from Morse typing dirpct
on to an ormig mastér ready for dupbication. A high
standard of operating Is required bere, bul no higher
than that at which the Communication Branch has
nlwiys 10 aim

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD tsee puge 924

ACROSS |, Despatch; 3, Shrimp: 10, Tempo:
11, Procedure; 12, Imps; 13. Stage; 14, Helm; 17,
Columns; 18, Retaii; 22, Needle: 23, Spinach: I8
Kerb: 28, Curry: 29, Poop: 32, Physicist: 31, Pride:
34, Talent: 35, Prosigns.
DOWN -1, Detail; 2, Semaphore; 3, Atom,
Capstans;, 6, Heel; 7, Inure; 8, Preamble: 9, Rough'
15, Bully. 16, Penny; 19, Anchoring: 20, Snake M
21, Operutor; 24, Turin: 25, Spesds: 27. Rosal
30, Sign; 31, Opos.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
COURSES

During the war it bocame Impossible (0 peovide
reliefs in order that candidutes for VS and W/'T
gualifying courses should be classad up in accordance
with their position on the roster, and In conseguence
the roster sysiem for courses was placed in abeyance,
und ratings were put on Ccourse s they became
avatlable, Irrespective of whether they had bheen
previously recommended or not.

As soon as it becnme possible it wos decided 10
reintroduce these rosters and inslroctions were issusd
that, as from |2th May, 1945, recommendations for
V'S und WIT quulifying coursts were 10 be rendered
on Forms S130Ja [see AF.0, 2852/45) and from
these recommendations the COurse rostors were
reconstructed.

It was soon found, however, that it was still not
afways possible 10 relieve o mon 10 undergo the
partscular course for winch he should have been
selected, and 1o overcome this it was decided that the
basi! duse of passing the examinaton should be the
date on which the rating concerned was recommended
on Form S1303a, instead of the date of actually pass-
Ing the examination, as hod been the pre-war practice.

It will thus be seen that the rendering of Form
S1303a showing the date of & man's earlest recon-
mendation for & course s most mmpostant, us, m
addition to determining which course he gets, it also
subsequently determines his position on the advance-
menl roster,

In 3 number of cases it has been found that, al-
though o recommendation was recorded on & man's
signal or wireless history or S264, Form S13033 was
either not forwarded or becume lost in transit and in
copsequonce the man's name was not placed on the
course roster.

Such cases are few and the basic dute of the mun
concerned 1 always adjusted o the date of his

onginal recommendation when he does the examino-
Hon, bul it may be the cuuse of his haviag 10 wait
much Jonger than necessary to get his course.

If therefore you have been waiting & fong time for a
course, or have other reasons for suspecting that you
have been overlooked, you should renew  your
application and request that the date of your original
recommendation may be inserted on Formm S13034.

It must be emphasised, however, that your claim
1o hove bheens previously recommended must be
substantiated by docwmenrary evidence,

Don’t forget, o0, that recommendations for lower
stundard leading rates to undergo the course for the
higher stanclard Jeading rate are obsolele, such
ratings now being allowed to take the course for
P.O. Telegraphist or Yeoman of Signals without
doing the intermedinte exnmination (wee AF.O.
Va4 49}

Il therefore you, 3s a lower standard, have previ-
ously been recommended for the leading rates hagher
standard course, you should (if you have not already
done sof now apply to be recommended for the
course for P.O. Telegraphist or Yeoman of Sigmals
S0 as [0 oblain the earliest basic date for udvancement
to that rate, By following the above advice you can
obtain the muximum beneflts that the present oppors
1anity for early advancerment offers, provided of
course that you da not overlook the other “geners!™
qaailfcations {e.g, E.-T.1. swimming, ¢t¢.) that are
required, and which you should obtain before you do
your course, As pointed out in the Easter number
of Tre CosmsuNicator. there ure lurge numbers of
ratings. who have not bothered abaut doing thelr
E.T 1 until ofter they have done their course and they
have thus nullified the advantspe of an early hasic
date, as they are held up in their advancement until
they have obtuined their ET.1 certificnte

LS W

VERSE—OR WORSE!

ve studied long in much fieet tore,
Gazed at many Inmps a-winking,

‘Gainst waviog arms kept high the score,
Can name coloured Mags unthinking.

Kevs huve | tapped at rapud rate,
Vosce of mine no error has made,
With euse an axis | rotate,
My “erypros” never owt of grade,

And thus, am | come, now Lo brag,
And wear the victor's laurel sprigs,

An anchor foul, star-4tudded flag.
One of Britannia’s Leading Sigs!

But stuy ! On fevered brow not yet
Muy prized conling faurels rest.
Recessional !'—Lest we Forges!
Thera's still the Education Test,
R.J T,
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BY THE ART EDITOR.  J

The Big Sinlog, with a miserable lock oo hes fuce,
mooched into the Bar Parlowr of “The Pick and
Pencii™ for all the world like 2 man who's lost a quid
and found o bent sixpence complete with hole,

‘Goad evening,”” said I, chirpily. “You don't seemny’
very happy to-might 1™

“1'm chocker," he answered

“Chocker?"

The naval man has o lnoguage wll his own which
never fails to balfle me

“Browned off ! Cheesed! Fed up!™ be exploined

I made the V-sign to Flessie. Nothing 8 more
caleulated (0 loosen the Big Sailor's tongue than o
8.8, split, and no sooner was the fouming tankurd
~——awell, pint ghass—sel belore him than he opened
his heart,

“It's these here ruddy Navy Davs,"” be said."Who-
ever thought of them ought 10 be done in, Must have
been someons in the pay of a foreign power. I 1 had
my way I'¢ —"'

“Just & minute, sir,” [ ointerrupted, 1 always
thought the Navy Days were a splendid idea; encour-
uging recrulting, boostang morale, and comforting the
smokeless, beerless, penniless taxpuyer with the sight
of u lew aireraft carriers and # submarine or two,™

I always call the Big Sallor “Sir."" As he stands
six feet two in his socks and is as wide as o picke:
boat, it s elemnentary coution foe a five-foas journalis
1o show respect.

He looked at me out of u blue eye that hinted of
distant scas and far horizons. The other one was &
rich parple and sermni-closed,

“A splendld idea™ he smd withermgly, “If i
hadn’t have been for Navy Days, | woulda’t have got
this here shiner: sugar the Navy Doys."”

Thut he was lnbouring under strong emoLon was
apparent [rom the fact that bhe ordered the next round,
4 phenomenon 50 rore as to merit the attention of
Ripley

The Big Sailor lighted a cigarette and leaned back
in his chair

“Nuvy Days started at 1230 on the Ssturday,' he
sakd, "and me and Knocker White were watch
ashore. Our ship was one of therm open 10 visiloe,
and the point was, should we have = quict run 2
uson! or should we stay aboard and see what drifted

on the ship in the way of Blondes! Well, the argument
went Arst one way and then the other, und we just
couldn’t make up our minds. “Let's 1oss for n," I suid,

“But Knocker didn't reply. He was thinking. When
Knocker starts thinking it wsunily means troobles for
somobody

“*No," he said, at length, 'We'll go ushore.

“*And miss the Navy Duys?

“*"No need 1o miss the Navy Days," be grinned
'We go from here to the "Traf,” climb into civvies
and come back abosrd as vishors,”

“*And be spotied in two two's,” 1 sasd, sarcastic,

" INot the woy we'll do it Knocker said, laughing
his bead off. “Lasten! When we get changed In civvies
we g0 1o a little shop in Lake Road where we ¢an
got fakse whiskers and spectacics and things, Sort of
theatrical shop it Is: No one will recognise ug, Think
of the spart we'll get taking everybody out for a 1rot.”

**Think of the rattle we'll get into," said 1, '11°d be
safer 1o pick a row with the Insh Guards. Nothing
doing.*

“You know Knocker well enough 1o renilse thar
urgument has no efiect on him. [ This isn’t guise true,
I've pever mes Knocker White; and I've only the Big
Suilor's word for it that be really exists —AuvTHOR T |
made 2 non-committal murmur.

“Well, we caught the first liberty boat,' went on
the Big Sailor, "changed into Givvies and went on 10
this shop Knocker knew in Lake Road. Talk about
faugh! | bought a black moustache, Flying Officer
Kite style, eyebrows to maich, and a piece ol wax in
my nose, Homest, my cooking ¢hum wouldn’t have
known me. Knocker, being on the short side and
madest with it, fixed himsell with a flaming red beard
us big as a2 bouse, and &4 monoide,

*"Who are we suppined Lo be? 1 ashed as we lef)
the stop,

“*Couple of visitors from the country,” sakl
Knocker,

" 'Wo've never seen 1he sea before, Jet alone a ship.
If wee seem to be green welll get uway with it, Shoukd
be casy for you. Just act natural.”

“By the time 1'd thought of & wilty unswer, we were
back in the dockyard and on our way 10 the ship.

*‘Lock who's on the gangwoy,” breathed Knocker
04 we drew slongside, *“Whacker Paype and Slinger
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Woods. If they don’t recognise us nobody will.'

“The innocent ook on our faces would have melted
the heart of a three-badge crusher.

“"We staried up the gangway.

““This way, Whskers," said Siinger as we ncared
the top,

“Knocker fixed him with a stern glance through
his monocle.

01 you are alluding 10 my hirsule adornments,
my man,’ be said, ‘allow me 10 inform you that these
were sprouting when you wore stroke oar in o pram.
Gangway, please!

“The astonished Sknger sicpped back a pace
treading on the corns of Jumper Collins, who let out
& stream of invective that blistered the paintwork
on the after superstructure,

* *Observe the uncouth language of the common
sadlor,' said Knocker in a loud voice. It speaks ill
for the future of the Senior Seevice. Gone are the
days of Nelson and his gallant tlars. These evil-
speaking yahoos have taken their place. | shall write
a strong fetter 1o The Efectriced Trades amd Boller-
amakers” Journal about this. Forward, Sebastian.'

“We started forward.

“Coming towards us was the First Lioustenant. a
kindly bloke with warts. He had no particular reason
10 be unkind with them,

*‘Leave this to me," whispered Knocker ‘Good
ufternoon, Captain,’ he said, russing his hat and
bowing o low that his nose scruped a ringbolt
‘What o splendid ship you hive!”

*“Jimmy the One smiled politely.

“'Fmonot the Caprain,” be said, “but if there s
anything pnm:ulnr you'd like to see, there are
guides—

“ANat those uwlul sadors,” protesied Knocker.
“Their lunguage is so-- 50 virle. My friend here fas a
rooted objection to strong lunguage, Could we prevall
upon you to show us the Golden Rivel™

“The First Licutenant smiled,

*I'm afrald somebody has been wking you
gentlemen out for & trot”

**1 beg your parden?'

**Oh! er—somebody has been pulling your legs,”

*““Indecd!" sind Knocker. 'l knew we shouldn’t
have listened to those dreadful sailors, Scbastinn.
Oh, well, we'll huve 1o content ourselves with seeing
where the marine was buried.”

“With a strungled sob the First Lieutenont escaped
1o his cabin and battened down,

“ O We've done all right so far,” grinned Knocker:
“Let's see i we can find the Old Man '

1 was a bit dubious al that, bul you can't sink
Knocker.

**Hie'll never Know us” be said. ‘He doesn’t see us
very often.”

**You mean, he docsn't see s very often,”

**Perhaps you're right. 1 could do with a smake.
Any ticklers on you?”

AN sald 1 ve deft e in the Teal!

“*Me too. We can’t go 10 Lhe canteen i this rig’

“The fact that we hadn't got & smoke maide us more
anxious for one than ever,

“I've gol a new carton in my locker on the mess
deck,” said Knocker. “Let’s go.”

S0 we sneaked off 1o the mess deck, Only one
bloke was there and he had his head down. Well,
Knocker doled twenty tickiers each.

**You'll owe me these," he said, charitably,

"“"While we were potting them in our cuses the bloke
with his head down came 10 life. Sezing a couple of
apparent civvies making free with a box of ticklers, be
decided 1o take a dim view of it.

“*Hoy I’ he shouted. *“What you doing with them
cigareties?’

“Thinking this wats a bit 100 much | fixed him with
o siern eve,

“*Can't a feller take his own ——." | began, when
1 got & blow in the ribs from Knocker that would have
felled an ox.

“Shut up. you fool,” breathed Knocker. ‘Dyou
want 10 give the show away? If Jimmy the One finds
out who was ribbing him we're for the high Jump.
Lets make u dash for it

“Fhe head-down feller wis by this time making his
wiy towards us, 10 withoul any paluver we made a
hecling for the Indder ancd were off the mess deck in
no thme. Whacker and Slinger were still on the gang-
way, but having no time for pleasantnes with them
we dashed past,

“Blimey I shouted SHager, "OW Whiskers (8 in &
huery. What's the matier, mate; hnd a couple of
Beechums™

“By this time Whacker Payne had recovoered
enough to realise that something was wrong, and he
shouted (0 & bleke that was standing at the battom
of the gangway.

“This bloke, quick m the uptuke made a grab at
the most promunent parl of os. which was Xnpocker's
whiskers, and in the struggle he put his eibow in my eye.
The last we ssw of him he was standing by the gang-
waty looking patheticaily at tho red beard in his hand,™

The Big Suilor eved me gloomily,

“What was we to do? he asked, "If we'd have
stayed there as civvies we'd have got it in the neck for
swiping ticklers, and if we'd have suid who we were,
we'd have been in the rattle for taking Jimmy out for
@ 1701, | came straight up here to give this eye time 1o
case down, Daren’t go aboard with it."

“What happened to Koocker?'" | asked.

“He daren't go aboard either. When the feller at
the gangway grabbed Knocker's whiskers, he took a
picce of his lug with them. At the moment be's with

“un unfrocked chemist we know who's trying to patch

it up for kim."™

| ordered two pinls.

“Ah, well,” said the Big Sailor, brightening,
“thank cripes Navy Week only comes once & year,”

I looked at him compassionately.

“You're wrong, drother,” 1 said. “They'se split
Navy Week into two parts, and they are having the
second part in the summer.”

With a groan ol despair he collapsed into his pint.
Leaving him in the capable hands of Flossie, | wended
my way slowly home, pondering on the hazards of
life In the Senior Service,
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ROUND THE FOREIGN STATIONS

MEDITERRANEAN

here have been many changss in the Communica-
ton stalf ar Malm during the past few months,
mcluding Cdr- Stunnard, the F.C.0O., 2/0, Long, of
the Secret Room Lascaris, und o whole bunch of
other Coovmunicators who have given us sterding
tor should it be hard currency? service dunng the
past two und a half and more vears. These (nclude
Chiefl Yeo. Bunn, Broxtpn and Oxiey, CP.O Tel
Clandge, Yeo, Mayers. Fearon, Sims. Brown, Stabb
und Coyle. and PO Tels. Stamp, Kelson, Dolphin,
Tiiler, Cotter, Barndden, Luws, Cooper and Lewenden,
1o tame but a fow, We wish them ull the very best of
good fortune in therr next jobs.

Vamgueed has returned 1o the fokl for a short while
und we never cease (0 wondes how she manages 10
get inte and out of a refatively small Grand Marbour
with such apparent ease. On one occasion 4 Wren
officer, who shall be numeless, had 10 admit that she
could not have done better herself.

The Third D F, is at the moment in the chrysals
stape of becoming & “battle™ fotlla, We ure sorry
to lose the old and fithful Ts. and Vs, bul are very
Llad 10 welcome new boats with new equipment,

The First D.F. remuins ot full strength and now
includes Chariry, brought forward with faith and
hope fram the reserve Beet. In this flotilla Cherron
has conhineed to show depot ships and bigger tha
competitive coding cxercises ure dead-casy when you
know how.

Triwmmph, too, has returned (0 the stition and we
look forward o seeing its communication stnff show
1heir paces 5000

At Gibraltar last spring the Home and Medisers
ranean Fleets met for the combined flect cnercises,
These went off welt and it was refreshing to meet
Home Fleet “oppos,™ and to hear the other chups'
views A great deal of friendly rivalry was cvident
and we guther that the Home Fleet were shocked
10 see their fugship’s pendants dungling from the
vard of a private ship. Unfortunately we were not
together for long encugh Lo make further acquaint-
ance or to achieve more than one combined flect
Communation exercise in harbour.

During the “hattle for the straits” just belore
parting €S Ope. Rear-Admirnt  Mountbanen,
ermployved 0 useful ruve de guerre by planting o spy
n the form of the staff C.C.O. (nee Warrant Tel,) on
the Rock with a portable se1 before they left, This
worked il 100 well and ar one stage caused some
anxicty 1o their own side, who had nor been put
fully into the picture. An objegt lesson.

The Mediterrancan Fleel is now preparing for the
first summer cruise and training hard for the pulling
regatta, which tukes pluce a1 Navarin. There are al
lenst three ships who count on getting the “'cock,”

The Fleet Athletics in Malty have just been linmbed
and Jn them Ovenn was victottous, with Newvastle as

runper-up. Tel Moras, serving in Malla M.5.0.,
has shown good running form during the seuson
und on several aceasions has won in mide, three-mik
und Cross-Country rioes.

Malin Wrens

Fortunately there fhave been low chunges n
personned since Easter. 2/0. Besr has rebeved 2:0),
Long, who has returned to the United Kingdom 10
take up an appointment ol the Signal School.

Among the many activities indulged in by the
Communication Weens, one of the more memorsble
wiis & day spent al sea in HLM.S, Wrew, Two ratings
and gne C.E, were fortunate in having their names
drawn (o oin o puny of twelve who spentt ian (nsiruc-
tive day witnessing A/S exercises, AA. firing, and u
fullcalibre shoot, When there was o Jull in the
progrumme 1he (me was spent m the W./T. office
linding out what o was like “at the other end,™

The Communications Weens hive taken an active
AL I the enfeentinment on the stution. An "l
Wren™ show was put on for the Dirgctar, W.R NS,
visit, in which the C.P.O. and one P.O. distinguished
themselves —the former a8 an unfortunate bride whe
hod been left “waiting at the church' (we sincercly
hope this may never happen 10 ber!) and the later
as & bathing beauty who seemeil 1o have more sucoess.

Besides swimming and pigaics while "off waich,”
fiding has become very popular and many of the
Wrens are very keen. So far they have not aspired to
paying polo, but one never knows!

s-Ta(:u x\t‘h'

Once agaim Malta is bosking i benutfuf sunshine,
All thoughts of gregales and stormy weather are pal
wside and every availabde “muake und mend” and
spare evening Is put 10 good use either in the Floot
Lo (down the steps from Ricasell) or on the
crickel pitch.

Since our last commumeation we have had sevenl
new drrdvals from our Abma Mater. Chiel Yeo.
Winder haa joined the ranks of wellpaid natives
und is closely followed by CPO. Tel. Andrews
CPO. Tol, Baister arrived just too late to win the
Foptball Shickd for the Chief und P.Os." Mess. but
I Gme 10 get away 1o o godsl start ab encket. Mr.
Johnson, S.C.C.O., relieved L1 Turmbull (congritulas
tions on promotion) and mode a very brave effort
n the tug-of-war team when pulling for the Wiard-
roam. Naturally they were beaten by the ST.C
Junior"Ratings,

As 10 the doparnures, we were socry 1o see C.PO
Tel. Parsons pack his bag, We found his decisions
In the canteen invaluable, especiully on the subject
of spart. C.P.O. Tel. Carler s leaving und the touch-
typing instructions are given by his very able redief,
C.Y.S Winder We leet sure that the Tormer will ke
lemembered by muny Commumcators and we shall
oiwiys huve occusion 1o remember his-siognn that



THE COMMUNICATOR 65

“Nobody ever failed to Jearn 10 Touch-Type ™

We still cater for everybody interested in com-
munications of any sort. Leading Signalmen and
Leading Telegraphists’ courses ore unceasing and
also tobch-typing. The other classes are varied. In
addition to “new books™ plus “American books"
we have refreshers for Signalmen und Telegraphists
of all categories nnd voice technigue is given to u
variety of personnel fram Caplain to Cook.

Before closing, and for the benefit of old members,
we inform you that our Officer-in-charge 18 0 prowd
father, having been presented with 2 young com-
municator-—fan by name, We should also like to
congratulate C.Y.S. Broud on 1he recent addition 1o
his family, and in our next contribution for THE
COMMUNICATOR we hope 10 be able 10 give two or
three other members of the staff our congruiations.

In closing, we send you the prize answer of the
week from O/Sig. A, N Other, Quwestion. "What
are the methods of promulgating information for the
Ficet Icaving harbour in groups™ Admwwer: "Twa.
By flags and by fashing ™

Maltese Cross Talk
| This ix baved on foct ax repocted by Chief Yeoumarn
Baker, bur hay been move than o fike exaggerated.]

The scene is the traffic centre in Malta M.S.0.
Blue, yellow. pink, white and green signals are
flashing in and out, threading thelr way through
cups of tea and swenting signalmen screaming (o be
stamped, transmitted and pinned together and
finully, still twitching, lying in exhausted bundles in
“files,”

Seated amidst thes chaos we lind the King of i1 all,
the Chief Yeoman of the Walch, scribbling madly on
three signal pads each in quadruplicate, shouting a1
the traffic router and superveser and vainly trying fo
read every signal that Aashes pust. A plane hascrished,
the safery boat 8 broken down, u gregale warning
has been hoisted and 3 ship s dragging down Cirand
Harbour,

Buzzers buzz, voses shout, leather containers
dart up and dawn carrer pepes and the (elephone
rings

CY.OW.. (to relepione N 1), “Chrel Yeornan
of the Watch.™

TererRoNe No. | ™ Hallo, George. This s Bert.”

(Telephone No.2 alwo rings,)

C.Y.OW.: “This isn't George and | don’t know
Bert.,” (Rings off.) (To tefephone No. 2): “Yes!™

Tecernone No. 2 (fermale)! “'Can you lell me if
Chequers is in yet? | can’t cook supper until | know."

CY.OW.! “Wait 0 minute, please.” (Showting o
Rowter): **Is Chegwers in yet?”

RauTer: “Hold on while | get nd of this flash,”

(Telephone No. | vimgs apoin and the intercont.
ahonts samerhing incoberent.)

CY.OW, (st relephony Neo 1) “Chief Yeoman™'

TeLersONE NO. |1 15 thar 95027

(The (nterconi, mumbles something more aml thew
ateiehy wildly amd fades into krag-orawn howl.)

C.Y.O.W. {10 ki azsistam ). “Tell the radio awech.

this b—— thing’s bust.*

TeLerHone No, 2 (female still wairing): 'l beg
your pardon?”’

CY.OW, (o telephome No. 2:“Not you.” (To
relephone Na, 1): "' Yes?™

Tevrrsone No, 2 (female): 1 hope I'm not
dsturbing anyone.'”

Trrrnose No. L "When are my glasses going 1o
arcive™

C.YOW. {to relephone No, 1) "What's that got
0 do with me™

TeLrrHoNE No 2 (femmley: “Well!™

C.Y.O.W, {to welephone No. 2): "Not you."

TeurpHone No. 12 "1 should have had my spectacles
last week. Why haven't they come?”

C.Y.OW. {ro telephune No. 1) “Who is that
speaking™

TeLErHONE No. 2 { female): “Mrs. Spunyam.™

;l'u.:mnm No. §: "Ord. Tel, Trode Taruta
w. r-u

CY.ONW. {1 selephone No. 1)! *1 think you've
got the wrong number, This is the Chief Yeoman of
(e Walch, Lascaris ™
Terrrone No, 2 ( female),“That's right. That's who
1 want, Con you tell me if Cheguery is in yot™

TeLirHONE Nou 1 “Is that 95027

CY.OW. (to telephone No. 1): *Yes.”

TeLerHONE NO. 2 { femate); “Well, 15 she?"'

CY.O.W. (to telephirne No. 2§ “NOU you. Please
wait a minute."”

TeLerHORE No. 11 Y"Well, | musi have my glnsses.
1 can't read without thern and 9502 is the number 1
was told to ring.™

C.Y.O.W, (to telephone No. 1): ) can't belp that "

C.Y.OW, Assistant: “It's sunk all right."

Tereesone No, 2 (female): “What! Is he safe?
What's bappened™™

Trremeone No. 12 "*"Well, what is the right number
for spectucies™

CY.O.W.: "1 don't know. Find out yourself '
{Rings off)

TELEPHONE INa, 2 (fevale In onguish): *'Ohb, whas
a ride man!™

C.Y.OW, (10 telephane Ne. 2): “1'm sorry. | wasn't
speaking to you™

Trarne Rouren: “Cheguers has been alongside for
ihe last week.”

(Telephone No. | rngy again.)

F.C.O's Yioman: “F.C.O. wants to know why

" (hix soice trails away s @ coding Ween walks
siowde through the trafhc ventre looking for 1he wnxwer
for Corraprion).

CY.OW, (to relephone No. 1) " Dockyard 9502

Trieesone No. 10 *is that 9502

CY.OW, (t telepione Neo 2p: “That's what 1
said."

Trrersiong No. 1@ 21 should have bad my spec-
1aches last week, Why haven't they arrived?”

F.CO’s Yeosan (recovering himself) "F.C.0,
wants 1o know why you doa't answer the intercom;
He's been calling you for three minutes and both
your phones are engaged.”™
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H.M.S. “Triumph'’

The ship completed commissioning on 2ist Apeil
andd sailed for Mala vin Glasgow on 23rd Apnil,
ureiving on 6ih May. As quite a few of us had not
visited Malta siwe defore the war, we found i
looking a littke the worse for wear, parts of it (but for
the gouts) reminding one of Plymouth and it
devastation,

The members of the sallfl who |ave been
fortunate enough 1o secure flits, even though arrange-
ments are very primeval, have scttled down quite
happily; the remainder have just settled.

Up 10 the time of writing we are still in the thraes
of selfirefit, the time baving been spent 10 ensurning
that the S.T.C. hus been earning its keep. We hear
that our first cruise may be 1o the South of France:
there is certainly ane person who is alf for thar!

Our thoughts still fly to those at home, especiully
at 1600 on Fridays, Finolly, we send our very best
wishes 1o all and add a lew points that we guihee
are from the ey Iatest edition of the new books
(no aspersons are cust on the training establishments
conoerned):

L /DY AN indigates ball & division

2. The M.LA. is the course whicls ships sieer in
rough weather behind a struight line screen.

1 The Chie!f Yeoman told o jumior rating 10 stick
an S P. correction in the C.B. chest. This was duly
done with “gloy,™

AMERICA AND WEST INDIES

Wilh her communscations feam reinforced by a
Semor C.C.O. and a Chief P.O. Tel. from Bermuda
M.S.0, the flagship H.MS. Glasgon excroised o
combned RONJRN. force during the period
19th Maireh to 15t April, Including the station oller,
R.F.A. Goki Ranger, und 3 submarine specially sem
from home waters, a total of thirleen ships and a
cirrier oir group were led, conxed und whipped into
o glowing state of warlike and seamanlike efficioncy
hy the Admiml,

From o full and varied programme which covered
much of the water lying between Trinidad and
Bermuda there s room here for passing mention of
but a few cvents: spectacular sirikes by aircrafl from
H.M.C.S. Magnificens; the thrilling and realistic sight
of destroyers pallantly 1iding off & dusk artack
by rmders on a convoy. officer of the watch
mancuvres: and white ensigns in close order entering
and leaving an American naval base. Brief calls were
made at Antigun, in the British West Indies, and the
U.S. naval base wt Guantanamo, Cuba, where, at
both wark and play, we enjoyed the use of every
amenity and facility, U8 spnal publications were
used with marked success, and one and all of the
Communications world obtamed & true apprecsation
of the U.S. Nawvy definision “Communications . . .
the mediurn through which command is exercised. ™

Soon after the return of the squadron 0 Bermuda
the lengthy  commession of Admiral Sir William

HALS, “Mulabar"  Communications Whaler,
Winners, AW.L. Regatta. 1949,

Tennunt came 10 an end, s Moy beng repluced by
that of ViceeAdmaral R, V, Symonds-Tayler, This
change entailed for we communicators the loss of our
chweelu), stnught-batting F.C.0., L. Cdr. A, for
Archie) Grey. In his place we welcome Lt. W. AL B,
Blind, fresh fromy Mercavy, Other ¢hanges on the
slation Bave been the sudden departure of HM.S.
Jawwrce for the Far Eost, HMS, Sparvew 10
Devonport 1o reflt and recommassion, und H M, R.T.
Freebouter, also (o Devonpaort.

The weeks ut Bermuda have been crowded with
spocting events, of which (e pulling regattn can
perhnps be called the most notable. HLM.S. Swipe very
finely secured: the Squadron Cock, with Glasgow
weconnd, The Communications whaler raco wen! (o
Malatvw with a crew from Bermuda M_S.0. lengthily
stroked by Yeomsn Keen and expertly coxswained
by Sig. Sowden. In other races were (0 be seen the
SC.CO, CY.S Bums, CY.S Nok and CRE
Newell all on ours, whilst in the driving seat of
another entrant was Lt Cdr. Dunlogp.

This contnibution ¢nds with an example of un-
consclous humousr bn signals winch our jokemuster
extructed from AG.M., 151 A: "I is anly the wives'
deckarunons that go in an envelope, as the layous of
their form is differently arranged.™

EAST INDIES STATION

It wis & sad and moving sight on the morning of
fith April when HUM.S. Novfolk sailed from Trince-
muke homeward bound. on what may well prove 10
be her last voyage in full commission.

Récant months have not found her idle. Afler u
cruise in the Boy of Bengo! she spent Christmas in
Colambo and sailed [or the Persian Gull on the lasi
day of the year. wearing the flag of the Commanser-
in-Chief. A pleasant spedl of cold weather in the Gulf
quickly dispelied the discomfort of prickly heat, while
balaclavas and winter woollics became the dress
of the duy at Basra. On the way boack 1o Ceylon visits
were paid 10 Pakistan and India, which included
four days at Cochin, where the R.LN, Signal School,
though still under construction, is very much o going
concern,
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Norfolk s departure sigoified the end of the annual
exercise period-—a busy time for all—in which for one
plotlous week there were as muny 03 seven ships in
the harbour, a phenomenon brought about by the
presence of the Royal Indinn Naval Squadron,
consisting of Deihi, Carovery and Swrfeg. which was
spending three wesks in Trincomales engaged on a
concentrnted Programme,

In the regatta, Birarimebam won the “cock’” ruther
100 easily, which included walking off with the cup
for the Communications whaler, i race in which she
was strongly challenged by Highfiyer and Lock Quoich,

During 2 recent visit 1o Colombo by the Indian
Olympic soccer team. L./Sig. Laws was chosen o
play for the Combined Services of Ceylon in their
mateh ugainst them, In the Hightlver League Socver
Competition, Communications “A™ team were the
winners

A forencon of mental gymnastics for Communica-
tions staffs occurred when Lhe combined British and
Indsan Squadrons went 10 seu to exercise screening,
using the old books for half the time, and swilching
buck to the new when the Indian ships parted company
10 do independent exercises,

We now bear that Manrities s coming oul to
repiace Novfolk, which will afford her un opportunity
for the first time since she was commissioned of
vigiting the sland from which she 1akes her nume.
The sttlon has been recently reinforced by the
arrival of Flanringo, who has joined the Peesian Gulf
Division of Wild Goose and Wren. 1t s hoped that
we sholl ses both the new nerivals in Trincomales
befare very Jong,

CEYLON WEST RECEIVING
STATION

We, “the junghe boys.” imiroduce ourselves to
readers of Tue Communicaros. Perhaps for this our
firs1 appearance we hod better give a brief history
und description of our stalkon.

Prior 10 1942 one section of C.W.R.S, was housed
in #n old Customs building In Buller's Road and the
other in a bungalow at Nedimala, which i abom
seven miles south of Colombo, From these, signals
were “piped” (0 the basement of Baue's Building in
Upper Chatham Street. In that decisive vear lock,
stock and rum ey were tramsported, with much
perspicing and consequent loss of weight, to its
present site,

Lt H. S: M, Wilkins, M. B.E., who recently super-
seded Lt. Cdr. H. F. Buttersby as O.C. Ceylon West
Transmitters and Receivers, played a prominent part
in the directing of buliding operations of the new
station at that time.

The 1ask of erecting the tweniy-seven wooden serial
towers (twenty-four Adastral masts have been added
since then) was carrsed out by Royal Marine Enginecrs
nelped by o countiess number of coolies.

The C.R.R. and the most imporiant buldings were,
and stifl are, built of brick, but the men’s living

quarters and dining-hall were native “bhandas™
comprised of cement Boors and waist-high side
walls, roofs and shutters of palm leaves, und rough
poies. We do not advise any lellow Communicator
10 choose one of these creations in preference 10 a
pre-fab., for on the frequent occasions that it rained
we were often much dumpened, in fact and in sparet,
while reclining on our beds or playing an Innocent
game ol pontoon !

In the past few months the “bhandas™ huve been
replaced by more sofid erections, and when we are
indoors Old Man Monsoon oy rage without
causing us great concern.

Ceylon West Receivers 15 situated aboul ten mikes
from Colombo in a dJistnct known as Welsar
which fact causes o few people o refer 10 s us
Welisura Wireless. 1t occupies an ares of 128 acres;
although we know of no person who bas haid the
energy 1o walk round and prove it, Shuring this vast
expanse with us are the serial masts, a maze of under-
ground cables, numerous and vanous types of snake,
many fearsome “long-legged beasties,™ and u score
or s0 of anemic-looking cows of doubtful native
ocigan,

We have, naturally, a large proportion of Toliage
and vegetation, and when we have a desire for sleep
(which 1% very, very often) we ure lullabied by gently
swishing palm fronds. Nice, don’t you (hink? Person-
ally, we would prefer being lulled to blissful uncon-
ciousness by severs] pints of Brickwood™s ple.

But we are rather proud 10 think that the |10, or
50, of s maintain one of the worlkd™s largest wircless
stations, | think even the Chiel Mechanician and his
two Stoker Mech. assistants. the most ruthless ontics
you could ever meet, have a secret share in this pride

Unlike our "Faywl™ friends, we have no [fair
members. of the W RNS 10 help man the four-
toen fixed continuows services (Including R 7. T. o
Admiralty ond Wasoury, and local T.P. lines) and the
ship-shore frequencies 8, 12, and 16 me/s: nlthough
one of our number swezrs he feels the feminipe touch
issuing from the AR-68 when working “Fayid” on
Service 32, But don't let thut cuuse cgoistic 1endencics,
Tadies, for he has alse been known to utler maughty
words on ocousions.

With regard to sport, we do not fare badly. Football
and cricket have the usual strony support, and fixtures
are regularly arranged with Service and civilion teams,
Rughy his not s0 many enthusiasts, but the stalwirts
are hoping to rear & teum of champions in the near
future.

Our small soccer patch has been created by much
104], sweat and profanity, plus the nid of a bulldozer
(which, incidentally, gave up the ghost two or three
weeks after its acquisition) and many morphii injecs
tions. Mr. T. W, Pk, D.S.C.. our present C.C.O.,
was 0 considerable belp in enlivening morale and
koeping the task and future berefits 0 proper
perspective.,

The pitch (nicknamed Wedisara Stadium by some
dubiows humaorist) has still 1o be turfed before we can
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imvite "away™ teams without n prick of consclence;
and this work (s 10 begin shortly, s0 we are told, by 2
commercial firm

Hockey is 4 game we have taken no part in for
aver (wo years, but raguvenated by the enthusiasm
of Lt, Wilkins we hope to be able to borrow a pitch

in Colombo and revive, and udd 10, the glores of

the past.

Owing to the high cost of hinng dunce bunds. and
other Hems connected with social actvites, we hiave
been rather frustruted in this respect since the autumn
ol 1948, But by the time this appears in print we will
most probably have held & dance or 1wo under our
new plan of campaign and Instr. Lt A, ). Macmillan,
who recently became permanent “Schoolie' in Ihe
Colombo arex and made his headouerters st CW.R S,
will have presented several classical concerts and,
probably, some swing sessions

That, be i1 rather short, seems ta be a fairly accurnse
report, and a basis for future news and feedle satire
from this nest of snores: and land of “morning
watches,™

K. W, H.

COMMI

NICATOR

HUNTIN’, SHOOTIN' AND
FISSION

A PLEA FOR THE ABOLITKN OF CrURLTY 70 ATOMS

Conssder awhile the nuclear pile;
Just think what goes on in the core,
How the atoms, imprisoned in sfavery vile,
ATe subject 10 1ortures galore,
Just think what you'd do if those atoms were you,
Bombarded each hour of 1he day
With neutrons and protons and gamma rays 100
In a most indiseriminite woy,

Those atoms, my (rend, will one day make an end
To the treatment they 're foroed o endure.
And then you will find it most hard to delend
The view that your world is secure
So exercise care with 1hose atoms in there
Lest one day they decide to revolt
And give you at least an unpleasant sgiure
With perhaps a most carth-shuking jolt!
“Nowruss,"”

NOTICE
A COURSE N FENOING
B BENG ARRANCED.
VOLUNTEESD APELY TO
PIRET LIELITENANT _*
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'ARRY

Mrs. Malaprop existed only inan author's imaginu-
tion, but most of us have, at some time or other,
known & person who has the same gift of osing the
wrong word, though perhops only occasionally. |
have known o few, but the cream of them all was a
man who was not content with doing it frequently
but also coined words, oflen giviag them 1wo entirely
different meanings.

Let us call himy "Arry, Whether or nol that was b
real nome doesn't macter, nor does his rating. but
for over two yexrs we were messmates in a small ship
on a foreign station. Duoing that tinve 1 became
thoroughly conversant with "Arry’s peculiar English,
and was never surprised by any new “word,” mise
pronunciation or mulapeoplsm ultered by him. In
fact, 1 wits very dmappointed if he disd not produce it
least one gem in u day, und the remainder of our
messmates ulso folt that they had been deprived of
something to which they were entitled.

Though he was a Noctheraer he hud. somebow or
other, acquired o rich Cockney accent, and often
prefuced his remarks with “nahree.” which meunt
“now er" His “wivaht det™ meant “withouot that.”

He was unagware of his peculiarities of speech,
except on 1hose oocasions when someone would pass
i humorous and pointed comment, Then, perhaps
realising he had put his foot in i, be would try to
extoicate it by saying. “Ahe, | knows de proppa ward.
1Us . . . L was only joking.” Usuully be made matters
warse by utlering a wand more remose i s meaning
than the first word. or by unconsciously coining s word.

To explain what | mean 1 can do no betser than 10
give an example of how be tred 10 weiggle out of one
difficulty. We were discussing an Admiralty Order
which stuted that all ratings not dressed as seamen
must increase their kir by two white drill suits. The
problem wus who was to bear the expense. the
Admiralty or the ruting?

"Arry's contribution 10 the debate was: “Well, T
expects we'll get a gracious issee.” Whesn the resultunt
laughter had died down, one of the others said,
“Good gracious '™

More laughter, then 'Arry said: “Ahr, | knows de
proppa word same as you clever blokes does. Even
a second-ciass stoker knows it's 'gratchitooitus” "

That was one of his “home-made™ words. Another
wis “mezzultaneous’™ (phonetsc spelling), which did
duly for “simultancous{ly)” and “méscellaneous ™
Thus it would be quite natural for him 1o say, or
even 1o resd alood, “Mizzultaneously, 8 crowd of
natives, armed with a mizzuliapeous collection of
weapons, came out of the jungle.™

The Steenth Destroyer Flotilfa wis one day carrying
out o gunnery excrcise off Malta, and the gunfirze was
plainly awdible m the harbour. "Arry remarked:
“Blimey, the Steenth ain’t "arf “avin' o good time.
You can hear the donastions from ‘ere.’” Someone’s
comment, “As the parson sauf, Al detonations
thankfully received’," made no impression on "Arry,
He was unaware of having saad anything wrong.

During a debate on food presesvation, which
ranged from mothee's plekled walauts to tinned feuit
and cereals in waxed cartons, "Arry threw a new light
on sardines by informing us that they are “aromatic-
ally™ seated in their tins.

He was a mine of information. From him we learnt
that the reason for there being so much suife in
Portugal was that the Portuguese people were i too
many “fractions™; that Catholic clergy and religious
orders Jead lives of “celebration™, thar “several™
aranges are grown in Spain: and that the best way 10
funn o busingss eoterprise was 10 form o “'sincoure™

The pronunciation of many everyday words was 2
stumbling block fo him. “Seniority” became “'seri-
onty™,  “thestre™ was  “threcatre™; “‘bulwurks™
emerged ay “dullocks™; “cutlery™ to him was “cul.
lery” and “cupstan was “cuptain’ in all its applica-
thons, For example, when proparing for ensering or
feaving harbour he would spesk of “steam on the
capeain,”

Once he had {0 repder 2 writien 1eport on some-
thing or other und asked me to read it and let him
ksow IF it was all nght. It wis not. It was much 100
long und tnvolved, and | told hum so, asking, “Can’
you abbreviate 12" He pondered o while and then
said: ““Né, but perhiaps | can shorten it & Lrde,™

When he was in favour of any proposal or sugges-
tion be indicuted it by saying: “'I'm in ugresable wiv
det™ and on one occasion he expressed disapproval
with the words “I'm in untipode wiv del.” The
meaning of the “Antipodes™ was made clear 10 him
by one of the others. Leaviay out the stéent. his
reply wan: “Well, that's all right; Australia’s in the
Aotipodes, the opposite side 1o Eogland, I'm in
apposition o the proposal, 3o I'm in antipode with
I Thut wus “Aprry's Interpretation, and he wus
sticking 1o I

Speaking of the Fleet hoxing contest, he said thai
the finals would be the most exciting becouse all the
wenker scrappers would be weeded out in the
“IHuminaung' contests. He also saikd that big fghts
were always Eaat on the bill the others were merely
“peslimmery™ coatests, The usual laugh brought
the usual type of correction, this time to *'pulmonury™
contests.

All these, and countless others, | recorded ns soon
&¢ | conveniently could, but in the intervening years
I have lost most of the notes | made. Luckily, T still
retain what 1 think was his best effors. True, it is not
of the same class as the others, bot | include it as a
tail-piece.

A NAAF.L surples hod to be disposed of between
two lunds, one a charitable organisation and the other
in ai! of Flkeet sports. For ease in allecation it was
divided into ten equal parts, We had 1o allot so
many shares 1o each fund, any combuation, such as
seven 10 one and three 1o the other. The debate was
prolonged and rather heated, "Arry settled the matter,
1o his own satisfaction at any rate, with: “There's no
need for all this argument. Give six shares to the
sparts and four to charity. Filty<fifty that's my motto.™

YenoLase,
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I WAS A SPY

To understund my Loty it 18 pecessary 10 know the
brief outling of the exercises which ook place between
the Home and Mediterranean Fleets: The 15t CS.,
under the command of Vice (then Rear) Admiral
Mountbatten of Burmu, together with an escort of
destroyers saided from Malta for Gibradtar, where they
pat in for a few short bours on Saturday, Sth March,
On sailing st 1900 the same evening they procesded
10 an ares “somewhere in the Atlantic,” turned and
attempted a penetration of the Straits and o fink-up
with the remainder of the Mediterranean Fleet,
Between themselyves and their goal stoad the combined
forces of the Home Fleet, the Rock defences, and
radur and aircraft of the R.AF. An almost impossible
task. To make matters worse, the force in the Atlanbc
had no means of gaining information of the “enemy’s™
movements—and o i1 was that the age-old ruse of
landing a “spy'” was instituted.

Of the arrangements leading up 10 my eventunl
landing at Gibraltar Jittle need be said, except that
on Friday, 4th March, | clumsily "fell™ down a
ladder and “smashed™ my wrist. Having been primed
by the doctor, | krew exactly where it should hurnt
when be started examining it, An X-ray was ordered,
u “doclored’ plate substituted (unbeknown to the
sick bay staff) and Doc, very gravely told me thaz |
should have to have my wrist put In plaster. That
evening and during the next day everyons was most
kind and sympathetic—for which 1 had 10 pay when
1 rejodned my ship and it was Kpown that my injury
had been a fake,

Duning that Saturday nfternoon, after the Admuiral
had pard his official calls, his car was sent 10 be
garaged during Lthe ship's period at sea—and in the
boot there were stowed two portables, & six-volt
bittery and a pair of binoculars-the driver kindly
consented to give me a lift to hospital, Once outside
the dockyard gates we leflt Main Street and swung
into a back strect where, by previous armngement, we
had acquired a small room In which to establish our
equipment. With it safely stowed away I made my
way to an hotel where a room had been booked for
mysell and a telegraphist, who 10 outward appearance
was Lo Sl as my serviand,

For that evening at least | thoroughly cnmtd
myself; my plaster hadn't become irksome and, in
civilians, | made the most of my affiction, being
Irerally spoon-fed by the walters. But on Sunday
we got down Lo the real business for which we had
landed. The first thing was to check und ensure that
our porfables were in working order, though we
refrained from actually going on the air, Having done
this, we waited for the momept, duning the dog
witlches, when the enemy were doe to sail. In plenty
of time we made our way to Eurepa Point, where we
commanded a view of both sides of the Rock. Here,
ol our Jeisure, we walched and noted the movements
and compositions of each force, and when we had a
reasonable idex of what was happening 1 lefl the

telegraphist 1o continue the watch and procesded 10
our small station, where, encrypting my message and
disguising it 10 oppesr as o normal message from a
ship ut sei, passed it on ship/shore 10 Gibraliar W/T,
Bearing a delivery group for CS.1, Gibraltar, without
question, passed our message by fixed service to
Whitehall, where it was possed 10 Malw, who
oventually put on the ship broadcast, In this way,
six messages were sent from us to our Aagship,
nithough we heard after the exercise hod been
completed thut we had cawsed many checks and
repetitions to be originated along the ling—1he only
authority who had  been  unperturbed  and  had
managed 10 decrypt all our traffic was the one for
whom it was iniended.

On Monday, the Tth, we made an early report and
then continued our watch throughout the day, but
a5 all forces had passed out of visual sight, we decided
W 1y o make an entry Into ACH.Q. With this
latter object in view, | changed back into uniform
that allernoon and made my way inte the dockyard.
[ dido't know where ALC.H.Q. was situsted, but it
was at this point that 1 had a biz of luck: a Licutenant
(A), accompanied by a sallor wearing a Thesews cap-
ribbon and carrying a number of rolled charts,
passed me, The Theweus was an enemy at sea—could
they be working In A CH.Q? 1 decided to follow
them, but [ pulled up short when they approached the
entrance to o twnne! guarded by a policeman. They
didn’t appear to have shown any kind ol pass, so,
making a slow circuit of some buildings, | approached
the policemon, quickening my pace as | got nearer-
imagine my relief when | got nothing more from him
than u pleasant “Good afternoon, sir."

Before me, strerching away into the distance, was
the tunnel, dark and sileni--where was | to g0 now?
Fecling that the “bobby™ might take more thon 2
natural interest in me if | lingered and appeared
undecided, | kept straight on - and it was then that
| had my second stroke of luck: u young relegraphist
loomed up out of the darkness, nearly knocking me
pver, and so, assuming my most official manner, |
inguired the way 10 ACHQ —and was politely
told to take the second turning on the ieft. Fiye
minuses later | found | need not have worried. The
letters, six inches high, stared at me from a doorway.

Inside A,C.H.Q. | encountered no one and had no
difficulty In finding the operations room, where,
very convemently, maps showing the disposition of
nll forces were there for my perusal. In case | war
being walched I waited no lorger than was necessary
for me 1o copy, an to my plaster, information which
1 thought might be uselul. before leaving the tunnel.
Once safely outside | almost ran buck to our station
and passed on all that | had gleuned,

My telegrophist and | made in all four trips to
ACH.Q., though it was stressed at o later date that
this couldn's possibly have happened in war time.
But what we had ser out 10 do was accomplished
without detection, and pot untidl our Admiral dis-
closed what we had dome did the enemy have any
iden that we had been around,
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HOME FLEET NOTES

When the last number went 1o press, the Home
Fleet were about to set sail for the Combined Fleel
exercises. These have been reported elsewhere und it is
sufficient 10 say here, that feom the Commanication
stundpoint, they were good value.

Gibraltar hod an olmosi pre-wor ook durmg the
Combined Fleets” visil afler the exercises;  these
followed the traditional lines and included o dis
cussion In the coal sheds, muany inter-floet sporting
fixtures, and an “At Home" in Vanguard, and last
but not least, i Sigan! Officers’ dinner, at which some
thirty-five officers were present, glven with charagter-
istic generosity by the Flag Officer Communding
First Cruiser Squadron (Admiral Mountbatten) on
board his Nagship. Liverpos/,

The Home Fleet left Gibrultir on 1d4th Murch, and
split up Into variows units 1o visit Lisbon, Oporto,
Madeira and Cusablanca. Thas provided a welcome
break after a faidy strenuous six weeks at Gibraltar,
as o doubt i1 did akso for Gibroltar W/T, who, with a
small complement, put in o great deal of good wock
on our behulf during our stay.

We returned (o home ports on 25th March, carsying
OUL & CONYOY CXEITISe On passage.

Towards the end of the keave period the flag of the
C.inC. was trunsferred to Soplacable, and shortly
nfierwards we sailed for Invergordon; since then the
Magship hus been at sea for twenty-1wo doys out of
twenty-cight. The pilots of modern aircrafl have o
do o Jot of Aying, und us it hos reflused 1o blow
excepl of course, it week-ends—we have done n good
deal of high-speed steaming.

We are busily engaged at the moment in preparnng
und training for a lorge-scale Western Union exercise,
wihich is due 1o tuke place early in July, It should be
intcresting 10 see bBow voice works under (hese
conditions. i

Theee will be o lurge number of liaison teams from
Merciry (aking part, und we shall fook forward 10
seeing, und no doubt heaning, them,

Psychiatrist: “'This dream you keep havimg about
being pestercd by a pretry blond- cam yom recall her
"phone number ™**

EXCAVATIONS

Unfortunately, Diogenes,
What ooe hears and sces
Is most dsheariening.
Crude imitation
Is no eniterion;
Values fall and
Actualities are difficult to assess.
Mental stagnation,
By no meuns growing Jess,
fs everywhere.
Conme., Diogenes! the public dump-heap
Awaits inspection,
(Why don’t they label gathage ""Treat with care"?)
The loutheame collection
Rather makes one creep.
Exhibits numbers one and two-—
One, o much-maligned unsesviceable shoe,
And, two, attached, a specimen of man.
Both are now discarded vermin—
The shoe, no heel; the man, no soul.
Tins and smells, sins and hells—
Hardly » subject for 4 sermon-—
Move on, Diogenes !
Your Lghe is conlusing to the eyes.
This rubbish in disguise
Becomes s millions of men discarded.
Progress retarded,
There is no roud back:
But only on, or down
For human garbage
And fragments of humanity.
It bs hardly vanity
That allows one to expose
Such dirty linen to every eye and nose,
The fault lies further back
Let's have authontly on the rack—
Some light, Deogenes.
What one hears and sees
Is most disheartening.
The source of discordance
Is you and 1, Diogenes.
WEEN MOYNAN,

BY THE WORLD FORGOT

OF course that's all right for poess und such-like
folk, but it is not much of & policy for business
peaple.

And we are business people running this magazing,
and we should hate to think that you would adopt
this policy i respect to.our Advertisers. They are our
very good foends and yours as well, because without
their support Comsmunicator would not be the
fing magazine it .

Please, therefore, remember Lo des] with them when
you are in need of their goods, and don't forget 10
mention this magazine in doing s0. Thank’s a ot



72 THE COMMUNICATOR

RADIO INDUSTRY NOTES

In common with Brlish imdustry as g whole, the
radio industry 5 playing its part in dressing the
British shop window, as part of the cxport drive,
The British Indusiries Fair woas held in London and
Birmiagham from 2ad 10 13th May, and the th
National Radio Exhitition—geocrally kpown as
“Radiolympia”—will 1ake place in London hetween
28th September and 8th October, 1949, [n both, many
new and interesting products of the radio and elec-
tronlc enginecring indusirics—aome designed  for
the special requirements of overseas buyers—show
how “*Britain can make 1L

At the B.LF., the London section contzined,
among its numerous exhibits, 3 combined console
1elevision receiver by E K. Cole, Led., giving o hagh
definition picture, ten inches by eight inches. R, N.
Fitton Lid. featured a console model designed 10 fir
into the corner of i room; this is beleved 10 be the
only one of s dype manufuctured in this country,
Among radio receivers, Mullards showed & new Lype,
claimed 10 e the first 10 make use of the double
superbeterodyne circuit amiliar i Y. H.F. technique).

Cloisd and collision warning radar equipment for
arrceafl, and o super-light-weight V. H F. communica-
tions transmitter/receiver, also for aircrafl, togother
with a “walkie-talkie™ transmitter/receiver developed
for cavil use, were demonstrated by E, K. Cole, Lid.

An item of same naval interest was a marine version
of the V" radiogram unit {Garrard Engincering Co.),
This was shown playing & record while undergaing
a rolling motion as if at sen. EXMLIL showed a highe
fidelity magnetic tape recorder, one reel recording for
over twenly minutes. The only controlled neon dis-
chirge lamp manufoctured in England {forming the
basis of stroboscopst oquipment) was shown by
Ferranti, bad,

At the Birmungbam section the world's first
demonstration of o television Lransmission on the
625-line system was given by Marcoai Wireless Teles
graph Co.. Lidk. Although the Britsh 405-fine system
is widely nccepted as the most efficient in relation 1o
cost and band wisdth, many overseas television
authoritees - have nol vel fnally dectded upon the
stundard of defimition most suitable to their special
circumstances. Britsh manufacturers claim 10 be able
to provide equipment to any reguired standard of
definition, Marconis also exhibited their new imuge
orthicon felevision cameras, for sivdio oc mobik
work, A similar cumera mounted in a launch was
used by the BB.C. for televising the Oxford amd
Cambridge Boat Race. This was the first time in the
history of television that scenes had been publicly
transmitied from o moving vehicles Metropolitan-
Vickers showed an efectron microscope giving a
magnification of 1,000 o 100,000 times, and a new
system of accurute speed control of & number of
motors  working together,  without  mechanical
coupling,

At Radiolympia the exhibies of the vanous Govern-
ment departments will be among the most interesting,
The Royal Navy, the Army and the Royal Air Force
will be showing thele pow products, oithough so far
strict secrecy has been maintained regardmg the
details, This has been interpreted by the Radio
Industry Council as promising seme siriking applica-
tions of radic and radar. Great inferest s expecied
in one of the exhibits of the Department of Scientific
nnd Industrinl Research, who are showing at Olympiy
for the first time. This will be a pructical demonstra-
tion of the locating of storm arcus by madio. The
meusurement of the height und density of the onsed
lityers, for forecusting the most favourbie freguencics
for communication, will also bo shown,

A working model of the main runway at London
Alrport, equipped with all radio akds 10 navigation,
will be shown by the Ministry of Civil Aveation, The
position of & mode! nircrafl, taking off In sema-
darkness and making a clrcuit of the alrport before
lunding, will be shown to the public on a control
console armnged for dircer viewing. Simultancous
“ralk-down™ instructions will be beard, so  that
vigitors will be able to share the experience of an
alrport controlier,

A B.B.C. 1elevision studia, expectéd 10 be one of the
best-equipped and designed in the world, wilibe
artanped {0 enable visitoes 10 watch both the scene
on the floar of the studio and the contrel arrange-
ments and selection of the pictore which goes on the
mr.

A large proportion of the exhibels by commensal
fiems will naturally be radio and television receivers.
Little information about them  has s far been
released, but many improvements and new ideis are
eapected, Just after Roadiolympia closes. the new
Midlards television station will be opened ot Birmang-
ham. New receivers 10 be shown will include those
built specially for the frequency of the Birmingham
nrea transmissions, and models suitable for the fringe
wren, capable of recelving both the Alexandma Palace
snd the Midland trunymissions, will alsa be on view
A demopstration of the effects of interference on
tefevision pictures Is expecled 10 muke motorists
and other offenders more sympathetic towards
“releviewers,™

Few naval communicators need 10 be reminded of
the effects produced in rudio equipments and com-
ponents by vibeation, moisture, sult-liden atmosphere,
extremes of lemperature, and other conditions of life
afloat sod ashore in all purts of the globe. During the
war considesable attention was devoied 10 methods
of construction designed 10 pvercome these liltle
troubles: specifications were adopted on an inter-
Service basis for accepiance tests which ensured, as
far us wus humanly possible, that equipment would
have at least 2 wselul “lide™ under sl foresesable
circumstiances. Manufacturers who hope 1o cupture
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and bold markets in all parts of the world have not
been slow 1o reatiso that such durability is one of the
features upon which many foreign buyvers will insist,
and 1he Radio Industry Council have now produced,
for manufacturers’ wse, simifar specifications for
commercinl products. Baking. bumping, freezing,
vibralion und humidily are applied under comrolled
comditions for fixed persods in regular sequence, each
component being examined afier each test 10 ensure
that it i deterioration-free. Addittonal tests include
mfection with mould spores and salt spray corrasson,
It is anticipated 1that the specification will ultimately
become part ol a British standard.

While exhibivons o0 such & gigantic scale as those
mentioned above give a clear picture of general

trends In the industey, the enormous amount of

research and development which has been under-
taken, frequently without hope of immediate profit,
can best be appreciated by O visit 10 the works amsd
laboratories of the manufacturers. Naval com-
municatoss are frequently privileged 1o pay such visits.
both 1o indusirial firms and 10 the rescarch esiablishe
ments of the Service departments and the Ministry
of Supply. Among recent inferesting fours, one at
the Crewe Toll Works of Messrs. Ferranti, Ltd., at
Edinburgh. deserves more than passing mention. The
factory was completed in 1943, and hias the largest
research nnd developmen! lnboratories in Scotlund
for “light ekciricnl engincering'' problems. The
majority of the work s nssocinted with ayintion
communication and radar.

There are four abortones. The mdar laboratory
deals with navigation and communicution, Techniques
on 1,000 Megacycles per second are being Investi-
gated, and 2 radar alumeter and minioture consol
navigational receiver are two pieces of cquipment
which have reached the stege of practical (als. The
vacyum physics lnhoratory deals with specaal valves
und allied problems. The work in hand at present
inciudes the design of wide-band transmit/recelve
switch cells, vacuum capacitors, ceramic valves, cold
cathode tubes, mogneirons and image storuge tubes.
The snstruments laboratory i mainly concerned with
design and development of precision potentiometers,
seevo mechansms and gyroscopes. The applications
laboratory is engaged on industrial electronic prob-
leens, and devores consideruble effort 10 such work us
Irequency - following  servo  mechanisms,  electric
measuring equipment, D.C, amplifiers, alpha particle
counters and high-fidelity reproduction,

The production unil, eguipped with the Iatest
muchine ook and modern ossembly methods, is
devoted muinly 10 the manufucture of the gyroscopic
gunsight and ancillary equipment for the Services
and lor foreign countries, The design, development
and production of small transformers, particutarly
of the mimature hermetically senled type, are also
carried out at this factory.

There can be littke doubt |n the mind of anyone
who his been fortunate enough to come into contact
with the work being dont in the radio and olbied

ficlds 1hat the British radio industry is fir from being
in the monbund state that we are sometimes Jod o
belieye is the condition of British industry as a whole.
It is heartening to know that, on the contrary, it is a
vigorous infanl, thriving und growing rapidly, and
wlrcady ploving on adult’s part in British movcri'.
AR

CONVERSATION PIECE

“'We sent (0 be Eving i an age of inftinks"

*1 beg your pardon*

“UNO.I™

“I'm afraid | don't,™

“No. No, UN.O—United Nations Organisation.”

“Oh, yes, | say, 1 like that johnnic whe bangs the
gong before the pcture starts. ™

“That's the Rank Organesation.”

MEh?'I

“Rank. Rank Organisation,”™

“Really, that's a bit strong. I've seen some preily

“I'm not talking about pictures. I'm discussing
initials. Take BUB.C™

“"You take it, ald boy; I'm strictly testotal "

“What do you suppose BB B.C, means?"’

“Haven't o clee, unless it’s a slip on the part of
Stuart Hibberd."

“You're hopeless. Most people know what GBS,
means. Do you™

“Gewing Better Slowly™!

“*You're definitely not. What about W.C.O.T"

“Look here, I'm no prude and this is supposed 10
be @ pretty tovey magszing. Lel's Keep it chean,™

“I'm trying to. That was the initials version of
Wirrant Communications Officer.*

“Was™

"Yes. [t's been changed 10 C.C.O."

") get it They changed the W for a C. Tell me,
were W.C.Os. the fellows who wore chains on their
Jackets™

“No. They're Flug Lieutenants, Can you tell me
the meaning of F.O.7"

*“If you Insist on being rude —"'

“Not at all, F.O. means Flag Officer.”

“Ah! of course. The Flag Licutcrant again,"

“No, no. A Flag Licutenant {sn't a Flag Officer.”

**A Lieutenant & ian officer, 1an™t he?™

“Of course,™

“Then a Flag Laewteaant s be a Flag Officer."”

“[ think I'm going screwy. We'd better change the
subject. Bat before we leave the subject of initinls,
what's yours™

“Thanks awfully, Mine's a B.B. split."

M, T, Hrap,
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ROUND THE HOME ESTABLISHMENTS

HOME AIR COMMAND

The news from Heme Air Commuand for this
edition comes from Flag Officer, Flying Truining's.
Commund, und in the following paragrophs our
specinl correspondent wives us a briel ides of the
reguirements and the task of the Commund,

Find, Fix and Strike

“The eyes of the Fleet.” Who has not heard that
expression  without conjuring  memories of the
historic hunt for the Gewt Spee, Blumavek, Schorn-
howss amd Goeises; and the ceaseless vigil ugainst
the LUboats, 10 gquote only a few of the stirring
achievemnents by maval aircraft and thelr crews during
the last war (Apologies 10 those “Buntings’' who
il loy el 1o such o title.)

The Nuval Alr Service hus now left the “Buntings™
I undisputed possession, however: since they have
shown by such actions us the sinking of the Kewips-
By, the crippling of the proud ttation battle fNeet at
Turanio in 1940, and many other achicvements right
up to the fast naval alr anack on the Japanese in
1945, that they are nol only the Admiral's eyes,
nssisting himy by fhnding the enemy and fixing his
pesitien (very important work in iself), but they can
aho strike hard, shatlering blows ar the enemy wher-
ever be may be found, whether ufloot or ushore,
thun evolving o new motto and task - “Find, Fix
und Strike.”

It ds 1o this task that fiying trining to-day is
directed, and by such wids 28 faster and betver alrcralt,
improved methods of truining, and more cHicient
radio, radar, guneery und bombing technigues it s
certuin that the Naval Alr Service will live up o s
mew motta and do even belter than before,

Flag Officer, Flying Training, who Ries his Mg in
ILMS. Mevfin, a “stone frigate™ stuated in the
kingdom of Fife, is respansible for this: most im-
portant and complex traming. belog 2150 the adminis-
(rative uuthority. for those naval sir stabons and
carrers wheih are used for truining the pilots und
wircrew who man the naval sirerafy,

Flying truining has many aspects. Let us see what
happens to the budding naval pilots and their crews,
Belfore the prospective pilol does fly, there is 4 pre-
flight traiming course designed to give officers and
men & thorough knowledge of amrcraft, thes includes
such diverse subjects us aerodynamics, nero engines,
nirmanship, air gunpery and meteorology,  The
would-be pilogs also learn nuvigation and get o good
grounding 1o air communiciutzons as well &5 the usual
school subjects, mathemutics, eic.

When they have digested all this, the course o
congluded by an escupe exercise. This is grund fun,
They are fiest driven in o closed lorey for about an
hour and o half 1o a bleak, remole spot. There they
are refeased, dressed in o very sinister-looking rig
and insiructed o return By thelr own resources 1o

Donibrstle, evading capiure by police and civilians
who have been previously warned ol the desperadoes’
intentions. Those who survive this part of the course
und the subsequent wbitations, proceed 0 the next
stuge. This conssis of elementary Aying tridning at
Syerston, an R.ALF, station in the Midlunds, using
training aircraft which fits them for the following
stage, the operational flying school.

Before o pilot or his crew can be called “operational
types” they must be capadle of handling their slecralt
% 0 tearn in all the conditions which they may be
expected 10 meet in war. This "operational™ training
I8 cartlod out in all types of dlecrafl in current service
at RINALS,, Lossiemouth, the Navy's master airficld
in Scotland, and is designed 1o accustom the pibor,
fisst, an flying in viarious formations, then in individual
weapon trzining and 2ir combat, while his future
crew are enguged i bir navigation, radar and radio
excrcises. Eventually this training 3 completed and
the crew emerge as a team, highly skitled in formation
flying. fighter tactics, torpedo and dive-bambing,
gunnery, photography, navigation and radio/radar
techmigues, All this training, howeser, has been
cirrsed out from land-based stations, and the expen.
sive training which the crew has received is useless
untess the pitot can land his aircraft and crew on &
carpier, and, having kanded, tuke off agsin.

This is vital training, when you consider that u pilot
may have to land on a small patch of deck, sometimes
in stygian blackness, with the currier pitching forty
feet or more every few seconds. I8 requires skill,
neeve and split-second judgment, as well as blind
obedicnee to the deck-landing control officer’s orders,
So once more the pilots must postpone tholr hopes ol
getting 1o sea until they have mastered this art. Thes
they do at RAIN.ALS,, MilHown, not far from Lossic-
mouth, pracising landings on a4 runway specially
marked 1o simulate a carrier’s flight deck. Incident:
ally, the deck-Junding control officer is also trained ot
this station, so perhaps the D.L.C.O. doing his train-
ing while our pilots are here will be the sume man 10
whom our gircrew wilk truss their Hves every time they
land on their tirst currier,

When the dummy deck-lunding raining ushore
sutsfuctonly completed, the pilols get their first
big thll —u deck landing ot ses on the training ciurrer,
What 2 sigh of relief escapes cach one a5, bringing
bis abrerudt in over the deck, he feels it bump in just
the right gpot; be feels his hook catch in the arrestor
wire. bringing him to a sudden stop—he's made !
Now he tries again, and again, until he fecls it’s a
"piece of cake™ —at least in culm weather,

He is now o fully fledged naval plot, and ready 10
team up with his crew and join his squadron, There
is no time to st back now: the squadron most work
up for whatever roke i1 1s designed. For instance, they
may go o the Joint Anti-Submanne School and
learn the Jatess methods of detecting and nttucking
submarines. Here they pet their first experiense of
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working with H.M. ships, usually frigates and
destroyers, working from Londonderry, The fighter
pilat, of course, joins Ms squadron as an individual
member, 11 i now that he most get 10 know his
fellow-pilots and weld himsell, with them, ino «
eam—a somewhat dilférent peoblem from the pilot
with his own crew fiying in the sume uircpft, Hers,
there is o feching of Closeness, of betng “in it together ™
The fighter pikot is wlone. bul with good team work
and strict flying discipline be, 100, fegls the close
SUPPOrL Nis 1eam can give him and he them, bulkling
up 2 confidence, without which u squadron in combat
can be broken up und desiroyed peecemel.

To retutn 1o eurth, and the communications side
of life, the complement of the stations under
FOF T.s command ure mude wp of make and
W.RINS, tedegraphists. The latter are employed (o
quite u large exlent, s0 releusing mose men for sca
serywe. These Wrens man the 12F und other als
communicitions channels: during intensive flying
periods the traffic in carmier and airfield conteol
frequencies i probubly mare than that on any other
communiciizon chinnel, requining a high degree of
efficiency und attention to good operuting, at which
the Weens of to-day sre thaintaining the standard
which during the war earned them such high regard
by all who worked with them, The majority of
communicateon channels manned are V.H.F./Voice.
although WT s emplosed on H.F, and M.F, fre.
quencass, particularly by muoster airfields. where
world guard is muuntained oo RNJR AF. Civil
frequencies in addition to locul naval channels. 1n
order 10 mabntain the reguisite standard of all ratings,
WIT coding exercises ure alsa carried oul daily witl
control of Northern aie stutions by FOF.T., excom
on Wednesdays, when they join in o gencral exercise
with all the air stutions in the net, coch stution
conteodling In turmn, The v stetions ol the flying
Tearmng Commuand, though all are remotely situated,
are surrounded by some of the most mognificent
soenery in Britwin, from Lossiemouth “way up (0 the
Highlands of Scotlund, Eglinton, near Londonderry,
10 St. Merryn pnd Culdrose near Lund's End. The
commuications facilities, (oo, are also widely dis-
persed nt cach sirfield, so cycling und walking becorre
second nuture to any Communication ruting st these
airficlds. For inslance, one site in Cornwall & nbout
fifteen miles from the air station, up on the moors
(the nearest ron pshore being downhill about five
milex, so the time tuken 1o nip down to the “local™
avernges nbool six minvies on o bicsyck—negutive
brahes—and the two-bour uphill jooreey back s
usually left untit closing tire).

Usually these sites are near furms, und most farmers
and thelr daughters are ever ready to provide plenty
of egss and other wholesome furm produce, and some
have opened therr hoaws and shown great hospitality
to the rutings on these remole sites, Many and varied
recreutional  faclities ure also provided al sach
stution, from cinemas to sailing, and all the tleld
sports. Some rutings have been known to take up

“huntin®, shootin®, and fishin®,

It can be seen that communications, both air and
ground, play x large part in the task of flying tralning:
in fagi, except for the elementary fying, no aircraft
is allowod o leave the deck without being in constant
communication by some meand or other whether it be
by voice or W/T, and the operators at all thess
statiors feel, with every justification, thit they wre
playing a vital role in the Flying Training Commund’s
work in preparing 1he future aircrews of the Naval
Air Secvice to curry oul the tusk for which they have
undergone such arduows tratning. = task which is
becoming increasingly important with eévery new
development in wiir at sea or in the air,

SIGNAL SCHOOL,
ROYAL MARINES

The Signal School, Royul Marnnes, has been
eslablished in the Royul Manne Barracks, Easiney,
sinve Novemnber, 1947, when it moved [rom Ringwould
I Kent, the lust of its war-time homes.

During the time we have been here we have
witnessed vast impravements to the training fucilities
and fixtures in the main School building. The building,
incidentally, was formerly a plun barrack bock, inu
nod-ioo-good siate of repuir, and from that uns
inspiring foundation has risén o well-uppointed and
idently titled School capable of Instructing up 1o
100 tridnees at u time, On oocasions we have topped
the 100 ssark, but that has always boen a tighs squeeze,

The School is welf equipped with seven classrooms
in the main building, cach wired und fisted with
plug-in headphones working (o & receiving set, so thal
clisses may de wiven reads either from Lhe School or
from outside broadcasts. Qe students have nchieved
1 certain busic rate, all Morse reads are passed over
automtie transmatiess, broadeast from a separite
Iransmitting room. A speciully fitted touch-typing
INSTAUCTION 70O CONtaing its vwn autonsalic trans.
miter, 1ogether with u gramophone for teaching
Lyping to music.

| (— ——— =

Ofcial Mhotoprank

Disembarking from an LV.T,
Exercise **Camberiey*”
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The volce Instructson room and the (welve voice
cubicles have just been completed and are a greatl
nelp.  The voice instruction room contains a G.P.O
recording  npparatus connecied 10 students’ doesks,
cich of which has a plug and socket for a moving-coil
ncrophone so that traffic between students stmuluting
a wireless net or group can be recorded and played
huck to the class, The wice cubicles are soand-proof,
wired to take two trainets each, and can be opernted
from a ceniral control room, either a4 one group of
twedve, of two of six each. We have our own cinema
and theatre, and u well-appointed model room.

Apart from our activities on the instructional side
i the School, we frequently emerge 10 take part in
outnde occassons. Notable among these is our part
in the annual demonstrution by the Amphibsous
School. Royal Marincs, 1o students from the Army
Stadl College, Camberiey. Anotler is our own annual
signal exervise for the Corpy, which is heing held this
yoar o ihe Portsmeuth aren undee the name of
Exercise “Opportune,”™

Out of working hours we have much to offer those
of the Corps—und others —whose interests kean
1owards wirgiess and communications  gencraily.
The Royiul Marine Segnal Tlub Is constantly adding 1o
its membership, and cenain sections, such as the
Radio Section ond the Pigeon Section, jire thriving
concerns. The Radio Section has 3 membership of
some fifty or more “hamn™ and wouldsbe “hams™
who foregtiher in our ¢lubroom every Tuesday cven-
g and invierably spend an interesting and pleasant
socind hour or two. We have our awn Club transmalter
amd ure now on the point of completing 2 home-made
fefovision receiver. The pigeon loft neser fuils to
interest visitors, 'We breed and train our own Birds and
twke part regularly o locol shows und raoes with, we
muost add. highly pleasing resolts  as s prosed by
or display of prize-winning tickets,

It would be unfitting 10 end an arbicle of 1his
nature without reference to the close link which exists
(and not by tradition alone) botween Rovol Murine
Sigmallers and the Communicatiors Branch of the
Royul Navy. In these duys of rapid techpical develop-
ment the need for the closest co-operation and under-
standing between every branch of the Services has
never been more clear or pressing. and it is comforting
1o reflect that during und since the war that under-
standing and closcr linison between Royal Naval and
Royal Murine communicutoss have been lostered und
strengthened 1o their present maost pleasing status.

AL L,

COMBINED SIGNAL SCHOOL

Since the Easter number all bece in the Combined
Signal School have been experiencing a fairly busy
spell; No, 9 Busic Course for officers and No. 10
Baxic Course for other ranks completed on 3ed June.
The latter course wus one of the largest we have had,
und boih cournes were well representative of the three
Services

We have, with the recent artival of three more
L.CAs,, been uble to include Turther interesting
oxercises Into the eurriculum which have proved both
imstructive und popular.

Basic courses are grodually imitiated by means of
demonsirtions  and  Jectures  (coupled  with  the
practicul application of the knowledge gained) into
the build-up of o combined operation, with the
emphasis upon combined communication organisa-
tion, combined procedure and portable equipment,
The surrcunding country and knding craft ut our
disposal provade the el fucilities for this purpose.

Since our petrol ration, in common with most
cstablishments, has been rather meagre of lute.
more “Shank’s pony”™ has been npecessary in the
course of instruction, and this has often proved
shunks with a vengeance when carrying some of the
outsizes in portables. However, speing in the country
more than compensates for this, and the noveles
holds considerable appeal for those who go down 1o
the sea in ships.

We appeur 10 have had more than our share of floe
weather in these parts, much ta the chagrin of the
cricket enthusiasts, who laid a fine new wicket gnd
then hud to abanden it for 1his scason ( pas de pllie).
However, nothing daunted, they have sucoseded in
producing & good nlternative, and all are intent upon
enjoying the feuits of thelr Tabours.

The Combined Ops. soceer team had o rather lean
seuson in the Nonh Devon Scenior League; the
oppasition was generally a fittle too strong for them,
but by fighting doggedly they minaged 10 keep iway
fram the bottom of the Leaguc.

At hockey, the Combined Segral School team
avquitted themselves well by secuning sevond place
in the Inter-Depurtmental Leagoe, and would surely.
hut for the lasi-minute postings, have been top,

Yeo, Roes and Williams have been besporting
themselves in the Burnstaple rugger XVs, and we are
gl to be oble 1o sxy they are still sound in wind
and limb, )

Lt. Panter, LI, Furdong, R:M,. Mr. Brooks and
Yeo, Smith have all depanted in the past few weeks.
We are all very s0rry 10 sce them go, nnd wish them
every success and happiness in their new duties,

F. A. N A,

H.M.S. “BRUCE"

The middle of the Summer Term linds us In the
thick of seasonnl octivitics. Our armed guard (this
year provided by coruinGwoon division) and bugle
bund are a1 present contributing to the success of the
Whitsun Instalment of Rosyth Command Navy Week,
afér which they will be 10 the fore in e on Yth
June, on the occasion of HM. The King's Birthdiay
Review, This yvear the parade i being inspecied ba
the Admiru} Superintendent, Rosyth |Vice-Admiral
A E. M. B, Cunmingham-Grahame, C.B,, CBE)
Nearly hall the number on parade will be embeyo
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Communication rutings. und as the Admiral Is an old
Signal Officer we shall feel particularly bonoured.

The Inter-Part Pulling Regatta was won last month
by Anson Communication Classes 216 and 209 and
210, who obtained fizst und second places respectively
m a fne ruce. All are now limbering up for the
Annual Athletic Sports, which are scheduled 1g tuke
place early in July,

In spite of all these commitments, bowever, we still
find time for the odd spot of signal training. In fact,
this our last full term will be a fuirly busy one. as final
examinations are due within the space of two months
for all classes, 209 1o 215 inclusive. The first 1wo
mentioned (209 und 210) have already made o pood
finish, and it is conldently hoped that the remainder
will do as well ar betler.

Looking buck since aur fast comtribution, we haye
hid “God-speed™ 1o guiie o number of shipmites.
beginning with the depirture of C PO, Tel. Johnson
for foreign parts, closely followed by C.Y 5. Aldredge
and their respective Classes 207 and 208, Asrcralt
handling techmigue his now cluimed the mderest of
the Doughty Chiel Yeomun, logether with his erst-
while “oppo.”, CY.5 Maggs, and whilst wishing
them success in their new venture, we cannol bot feel
their departure to be g real loss 1o the brunch,

C.Y.S. Muspratt and P.O, Tel. Green are shorily 1o
Jomn .M. Ships Saimes and Ao respectively.
nnd another old Aruce stalwart, CR.E. Aradiey.,
has  alrcady  “swuliowed the anchor™ amd  run
pground. Our mpidly dimmashing numbers ure o
direcs result of the dogisson 10 chose Sewre a5 a (rtining
establishment by the end of the summer, amd it is u
sad good-bye 10 50 many staunch Communculons
whi have contributed in full messure to the huppy
spirit which his been the keynote of our sl
trning section,

Congrutulanons to the following who are deserving
of speciul mentson:

Boy Tel. R. Armstrong (cx-205 on award of &
St George's Prize for the Speing Term.

Boy Tel. €. Hutchinson (209) and Sig. Boy V,
Cannings {210) on winning both School und Technical
Prizes in their respective classes.

Boy Teh A, Carter 208 on becoming the
Establishment heaving-line chiampion.

Coermsawoon 207 Class on their fine work in the
rooent Forth-Clyde exercise, nnd on their consistens
sleadiness on WITEX.

C PO, Tel. Noyes on training his own class for the
Field-gun Competition.

C.P.0. Tel. Crossmun on bee-keeping enterprise in
importing o rare species for work in the East Neok o'
Fife: distunguishible by thelr pale-amber chassis
and dark<brown striped steens.

Some recent incursions, by # *Junia Cignull Klars™
mia brighter spelling of ships™ sames: Cakidonyu,
Quontoe, Whilpoll, Sceirious, Suirious, Serous. No
prizes are offered for elucidution of the above, nor for
the Tatest definition of Admiral: “The Can. who
dedicated tactical command,"

Lawwven!

The spider’s cggs ure hatching out, 1the brood are
scatlered wide,

The "t:ob will soon be derelict that once was Brice's
prido.

But spiders are o hardy broed, so shed no idle
teurs.

Attempt! Attan! Our motto bold has stood sis
hunilred years,

S0 when you're up against i, and the work is
running hot

Just take o swig of Benee's brew, then give it all
vou've got;

No laggards we! 10 count the cost, or wilt at toll
and strife,

Bur speders true who fearmed thesr trade in the
East Neuk o File

S, GO

H.M.S, “GANGES™

The King's Rinhday Review is ower amd the
Establishment is soitling down 10 work agam alter
the excitement,

By all accounts K. B R, wus 0 grear success this
year. The weather was perfect und the general
standard of smartness was well up 10 usual. The salute
was taken by the Vice-Chief of Naval StafY, Admiral
Sir Jobn Edelsten, K.C.B. GBLE,

In the Communications department we nre having
u very busy time. The fast ciasses on the odd forty-lives
week course ale nearing the end of their time and
the ficst of the new course ure doe 10 go on dft al
the end of September. Thas presents o considerable
problem in onganisation, us the new course brings an
inerease in pmbers, fogether with technical and
howsing problems. Our new cabine!l voice teachers une
nearing compiction, 50 Goupes Boys coming 1o sca in
future should be better on the microphone than those
in the past.

This term we welcome Mr. Habgood, 5.C.C.O.,
and Mr. Brooks. S.C.C.O., und hope that they will
enjoy their time at Ganges. We reluctantly said good-
bye 10 Mr. Childs, C.CO., and wish him eovery
success whwerever he goes. He will be missed by all
who have worked with kim.

The follewing clusses huve gone on draft 1his
teren o far: V/S 252 and 254, W/T 251 and 253, and
we wish them the best of luck, Most of 253 and 254
have been locky enoogh 10 go direct 10 the Second
Training Flotitls for the Summer A/S exercises and |
hope they wifl put 1p & creditable performnnce,

NAVAL AIR SIGNAL SCHOOL

The classroom windows are once more fung wide
open. and not even the roar of uircraft engines can
entirely remove that “post-funch™ drawsiness, when
the mere thought of "Channel B'" becomes abhorrent,

There wre fr more interesting things 10 do—1the
cracket table in fine conclition, the beach only a
stone’s throw away, and, if fennis should prove oo
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exhausting, the swatic water tank 15 an excellent
reviver. . . Summer nt Scafield again!

The horticultural activities of the School reuched
their peak in Apnl and May. The prospects of raln
and the merits of wood ash as an aid to bigger
and betier tomotoes becume the number one topic
for conversation throughoul the Establishment,

Qur Instroctional commitments bave boen heavy
this term: they include No. 9 Aircrewmen’s Course,
No, 2 “F" Officers’ Course—pilots qualifying to
undertake jobs in the * back seat™ of Naval Aircraft —
o number of refresher courses, seme consisting of
ratings rejoining from civil life, and destined, after
conversion, to aircrewman for the Royal Avstralien
Navy, and the first Commissioned Observers” Qualify-
ing Coarse.

The Signal School hus added s quola 10 our
summer programme: we have hod No, 2 Commis
sioned Communicavon Officers” (Q) and. u new
departure, the first Wireless Instructors’ Course 10
visit the School arrived in May to study air com-
munications, and 1o glimpse the Meon Valley from
the windows of an Anson. Al regulur intervals our
D/F buts have been roused from their silence by the
arrival of the Wrens for thelr fourteen days’ Introduc-
tion to their duties at naval air stations. Al the time
of writing. No. 11 Course his just left us,

We are now trying our Juck m the Inter-Part
Crcket Leagoe ond huve high hopes of winning the
trophy, In view of the large number of closses ot
present in the School, baseball has been tried as an
aliernative 10 ericket, but from the results of these
trials i would appear that the Englshman s stitl
loyal to the witlow,

For the purposes of the Daveluluy Athletse Mecting
this summer. Alr Signul School has been mernged
with the squadrons. so that our individuality is
merged inle & group effort towards the Commddore™s
Cup.

Inevitobly we have had our staff changes: Lt,
Cooles, Commanding Officer of 783 Squadron,
departed for St. Merryn late in May, to be relieved
by L1, Parsons from Boscombe Down. July will see
Mr, Wallington. S.CA.0.10.0, and Mr, Curis,
CA.040.), pupils instead of staff in No. 10 Air-
crewman Conversion Course comimencing in that
month

The Inssructors’ Room will miss Aircrewmen Ward,
Manchett and McColl. and the figure so familiar 10
the Wrens in the ground slation, Alrcrewman Bartle,
is abaut 10 leave. We welcome Aircrewman Sims,
Nichols and Roberts as rebefs.

Our social life, now that the Jight nights are with
us, I confined 10 outdoor sparts, with afiestuin the
Mess afier battle, One wholly indoor function this
term has been the Chiell and POs.” Mess dance,
which provided the Establishment with o most
enjoyable evening. Miny faces. once familiar in
Mercury, were recognised during theevening, Although
now the mainstays of the Air Trafflc Control world, o
Signal School function never [ails to draw sevéral

“Chief Yeomen al heart.” Can we delect o Lruce of
nostalgin?

Rumours and counfes-rumours continue Lo clrcu-
late a5 1o whether the Naval Air Signal School 1 to
remain is sach or 1o become the "Observers” School,**
Whatever the final decssion may be, we stll expect
to have many Communicators visiting Seafield Park
1o stpdy the air aspect of Naval Communicaticns.

R.N.S.S,, COOKHAM CAMP

Since the last issue, Cookbam has assumed its
“new look.” The flower beds huve blossomed forth,
the trees huve burst Into leaf, and from o wintry
scene of gnaried, hare Irees, the seasonal changs has
transformad our home into a hybod of Kew Gardens
and o National Park which has been nken over by
squatlers. Thiy impression iy assisied by the main
road running through 1he camp, with its trim. twisting
pathways branching off, birds singing and the gay
tune of the “Teddy Bears' Picnic™ floating through the
11685 In the vicinity of No. | mast, where the “Buni-
ings’”" practise their semaphore o rhythm,

We are now definitely committed 1o the training
of all the 1949 Natiosul Service entry, and 130 of
these have already arrived, Jeaving a further 250 to be
expected during the remainder of the year. There
hos boen comsiderable controversy in higher places
on the subject whether it is practicable and economical
1o accommodate 600 trainees iIn Cookbam, and
present indecations fre Ul we may move 1o A
certin establshment near the sea ot present in-
hatdied by those who, 10 our eves, appear to be the
“iclle rich,” and whose sccommodation and instrucs
tionnd Facilities are, us compared 1o Cookhum, like &
Rolis-Royce compored to a very overloaded Austin
Seven.

Duning May, Captain J. H. F. Crombie, D.50.,
R.N., visited us, and we were gratified 1o receive a
signal from him stating that he was “very sutisfied to
see that the good order and enthosiastic spirit of
your Establishment continge in spite of difficulties.™
Captain Crombic also paid a visit to the afore-
mentioned plice by the sea,

In fsct, we seem to hive entored into a period of
transition: officers are uppointed, then liter move on,
classes commenae tralning, qualify and leave, and to
such events we have become accustomesd: but to Jose
all our W.R.NS. fills us with dismay, and we bewail
their departure from “F" Arey. Instruction proceeds
satisf#ctorily, the number of NS classes wnder
training sicadily Incrensing; and one of the three
platoons, representing Cookham  at the King's
Birthday Parade. will B¢ made up entirely of N.S,
men.

About 10 commence is an inter-divisional competis
tion which will run for four weeks, A scoreboard will
display the results and marks will be awarded under
five sections: instruction, parade ground (drll,
appeurance), buts and wreas (general cleanliness),
defaulters (divasion will forfeit marks) and sport (it
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is intended to bold intendivistonal cricket matches,
the champions receiving a number of points).

Following a reputable football season. the ¢ricket
team is quite strong and has been very successful
50 far, although the ground is In o very poore condition.
We hiave several star performers, among them O,/ Tel.
Potts and O,/Sig. Spence, who have produced some
good bowling figures. The batting of O,/Sig. Clayton
bas been outstunding and Yeo. Hurrs must be
comimended for his.all-round ability. Our felding bas
not always uchleved o good stancdard, but we are
improving in this direction. A little spuce must
surely be spared for comment on 1he remarkable
chicketing prowess of our C.O. wha, whenever he
bowls, has fieldsmen strategicully posted & few yards
inside the boundary. During his first over of lkell-
arm slow stafl this proved to be n sensible precaution,
In ull fairness, however, it must he added thyr when
the C.0, 15 butling the oppanents need fieldsmen
stationed outxide the boundary. Every evening
during the “dogs™ the practice nets are kept busy by
keen crickoters.

Alse popular with our bronzed athieles are
running, sprinting and Jumping, and, judging from
the training that takes place, we nre expecting un
eventful Sporis Day.

The CADS. (Cookham Amateur Dramatic
Sociely) gave 2 most realistic (?) performance of
“Saloon Bar,' but ai the moment ure ruther static
owlng 10 many of the members going on drafl, in
particular the producer, 20 Smith, W.R NS The
departure of all W RNS, personnel has also con-
siderably cramped our style. Perhaps the “"Queen
Mather™ would fike to help in this respect by sending
us their overflow of W.R.IN.S. communicstions for
training? After reading Mercury's last paragraph
under “Entertainments” in the last issue, we feel 1
only far 10 Yeo, Kitchen (baritonel and O (Tels.
Crossiey and Peacock {piano duct) 1o record their
sucosss in reaching first and second places respectively
i the finals of the Jocal Carol Levis show.

Onur Navy Day's section was again a notable success,
so much so, that we ran out of the specinl postcards
for “wending messages by radin.” We fell quite
bucked when we had o reply postcard marked
“Washing Days, Hong Xong.” o eleven days from
our old friend "C2." alsas “C Cure," alias Lt. (C)
A. M. Ralph, and trust that his chopsiick lessons at
Cooklsam arg seeving him in good stead. “See and
hear your own yoice™ was kept working. from
beginning 1o the end,

“CooXHAM Fry,”

R.N.S.S., DEYONPORT

It would be invidious 10 porteay life in Vicarage
Road Camp, without first sparing & thought for our
compatriots who quie recenily  withstood the
murderous fire of the Communist guns in the
“Yangtse ingident " Their berolsm and devotion 10
duly under such extenuating circumsiances perpeluile
the many gilt-edged annuls of the Service, but in our

priaise for one and all let us sympathise with the
dependants und relatives of those who made the
supreme sacrifice and wish those of our comrades who
suffesed injury in such a sudden mannper a speedy
retum o health, In passing, I'm surc all com-
munication ratings - whether Portsmouth, Devonport
o Chutham-—will join with us in extending o hearty
congratulation to Tel. Jack French on his well-earned
decoration, Well done. Sparks!

Here in the peacelul outposts of St Budeuux, over-
looking the “Brumel musterpiecs” —Royul Albert
Bridge —and  ever-mindful of 1he prevalence of
“gurry,” the smell of which continuously wafls
towards as from the Pakstan soction of the cimp, we
live under widely varying conditions (o those imposed
upon our “oppos.” elsewhere, but to abviate the
pangs of jealousy which would only serve to add
distasteful anccdotes (o the malelol's jargon regarding
“those loating land-lubbers™ and “Vic, Roud stan-
chions,™ | think it best 10 skip the rest and waliz
around In general,

For many months the camp was the resting-place
of the many Portuguese ratings who arrived in this
country preparatory (o taking over the frigates Avow
and Awe. With their strange badges of distinction—
three of four rings plus a departmental badge on the
shoulders the Portuguese Sergeants (Petty Officers)
caused many a rating to assume that “'brass-hals®
were bewng distributed od fib, On making their
acguaintunce, howewer, the Sergesnts were by no
means as strange as their uniforms, and many good
Iriends were made. especially In the P.O's, Mess, In
spite of the early language difficuities.

With the advent of “willow and Jeather”™ on the
village greens and on the county grounds of rural
England. the cricketing enthusiasm of many ratings
in the camp was very much to the fore. A team was
eventunlly selected—which has since suffered muny
changes us 4 result of the Drtfung Commuander's
reguirements—and ut the ime of going to press they
have given quite a good account of themselves in the
Inter-Divisional Lengue. Present position i the
league is top with 100 por cent. record. having played
und won al Mive matches. A credituble performance
was the fing win over the R.N.B. Writers, when the
latter —thunks 10 g Hne spell of bowling by Sig.
Mayne, who 100k 7 wickets for 15 runs in § overs-
were beatea by $ wickets. Rest assured that we shall
be a3 active as wasther conditions will permit, and
every endeuvour will be mile to mainizin our present
position in the Jeague,

Mr. Pattison—until recently W.l—has &t us 1o
ke up an appointment in the Glary With his
depariure we wish him "God-specd and bur yorage™
to his suocessor, Mr, Annis, we exiend o condial
pandshuke und trust that the eavironment of the
camyp will sulfice 10 make his sty o happy one,

Were you to come to Yic. Road Camp for a look
round you would immedintely assume that Mr.
Middleton's suocessor had been appointed to the
camp as resident gardener, for the early signs of
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vegetable life are ample prool that the smell of the
sotl has dug its way deep into the beart of the affections
of the enthusiasts who have whole-heartedly joined
the " Grow more Food" campaign

Efforts have been, and still are being, mude 1o add
lusire 1o the camp, Rockeries, flower beds and lawns
ure, under the watchiol eye of the C.B.M. and with
the aid of his wacking party, nearing completion.
Disuster often ¢comes to the enthusiast, though, and
the would-be gardener bites the dust as yet another
citort of fus is treated with the conempt it 50 richly
deserves, For exaumple, one soil-begrimed friend of
ours was known 10 have sown his nusturtium seeds
at u depth of about six inches, and then, afier an
officer had maode [nquiries about them, scratched and
scraped amongst the sandy loam—all same hen
fashion—10 recover the seeds (and sons of his lost
glory) and resow them ut the correct depth. Matelot's

yarn, you say? Well! | don't know, but this same
rating. when asked for his number by the female
shop assstant in the Coop, ut St, Budeaux, gave her
his J/x number. | refuse t0 vouch for the authanticity
ol this 1ale, but it has been said that on one oocasion
our gardening friend was 100d to “swing' the frans-
mission of a messuge. whereupon he immedistely
set to work and Irarsmilted it at g much faster rate;

In_conclusion, whether it be the sallor on 1he
Yangise, the man with bat and ball, the amateur
gurdener or the sower of nasturtiym seeds—heaven
hetp him!  we wod I all suncerity o wish that
everything you hope for may come true, ind we trust
ihut thas little article may be our bond of fricndship
in the days to come, whether you are at home or
oversens, SO until the next issue of Twr Cos-
MUNICATON, “au revair” and smooth sailing.

T B,
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SIGNALLING BY FLAGS

This articie is intended not for the “users™ of Nags
but for the other people wha may be a litthe attracted
by this colourful sysiem of communication,

Bunting being semi-transparent acdmuats light and i
s by this charactenistic of bunting thut we are uble
1o distinguish colours at a great distance. If colours
are petinted an, say, canvis, (hen because canvas does
not admit the passage of light, the colours, except
at shorty distances, would mix one with the otber and
be indistinguishable. Halfstones of colour are not
distinguishable at o distapco. The colours esed in
Mags are thus muinly limited 1o the primary colours.

To produce a code ol about forty differont flags
with o limited number of diferent colours. meins
that Mags would hitve 10 ditfer in shape or patlern
and some flags to he composed of two or more
colowrs,

In shape Bags may be rectangular, toangular of
have & swallow til known as a burgee, Pendant shape
Is much grester (n length than breadth.

In pattern, flags or pendants are halved either
vertically, horizontally or dingonally or quairtered or
divided by other divisions into portions.

In colour, adjacent poriions or divisions of Augs
und pendants ure different. In most Mlags and pendants
the darker colowr 18 in the fly, or end, of the flag or
pendant,

Many people are puzzied by the exse with which 2
skilled signulman & rapidly able to read o hoist of
flugs even though parts of the PBags are obscured.
This skill is dug pot1 so much 1o the possession of eagle.
like cyes as 10 the combination of known facts about
Nugs, with average cyesight.

The good signalman knows well the pattern of all
flags. Further, he knows well which colour s in cach
portion of every flag. Thus If a fMag & not fully
exposed. the signulman, by recognising one portion
of that flag. knows that the design and colour of that
portion are peculine 1o one Mag.

To signal efficiently by Rags we are concerned with
the amount of wind or the wind resulting from a ship's
speed. We ore also concerned with the number of
ships that may be spread over un area who are
required to read a signal displuyed in one particular
ship.

During the dayx of sail, if’ there was no wind the
flugs could not be read: 2lso there would be in-
sufficieat wind Lo fill the ssils and the ships would be
practically at vest. Under thess conditions it was the
custom 10 send an officer in i boat to inguire the
meuning of the flug signal. Today this may seem
ridicuious, but we must remember that ships under
auil becalmed were unabie o close ench other. The
enemy may have been in sight, but action could not
be joined unuil the wind freshened, Further, the time
factor as regards interpreting the flag signal was not
of great importance, the ships beirg immobik.

About 1840, ships deiven by sail and steam were
Jaining the Fleel. Fleets often consisted of some ships
under sail alone and some under sail and steam. This
Introduction of steam had o grear offect on fag

signalling.

It was now found thar with a light following wind
the speed of the sieam ship neutralised the wind
and the flogs were never clear. The problem now wis
& Mag signal not clear and the ships not immobile.
The sending of & boat could no loager provide the
amswer. The time factor in mteepreting o flag signal
now became vitally important. A few minutes in time
10 1 steamship became o mile in distance,

About 1848, Capt. Francis Liardet, RN, gave much
thought 10 thin probiem, He tendered o letier 10 1he
Admiralty headed “Signals, Calm,™ suggesting this
selution: *Bunting corresponding 1o flugs 10 be spread
on wire hoops. A ball ix to consist of two like hoops
crossing each oaher in the centre ut nght angles. This
This will wlwitys give a ready spread of bunting thi
can be seen from every direction.”

The experimental squadeon of that time exervised
using “Sigaals Caim™ and reports were generally
favourabie,

The Idea was not accepled. To the presenc-day
signalmen  the main objection 1o Capt. Liardet’s
propasal would be the handling and stowing of these
shapes. A flag when not in use |s stowed in o pigoon-
hole in the same manner us one's hundkerchiel in o
pocket. A signalman surrounded by his “Sigoals
Calm™ shapes brings to mind the picture advertising
2 patent foam-producing soap powder

The problenm of little wind and many ships were
overcome by the introduction of “Special Repenting
Ships.” These ships were light, fast vessels placed in
such positions that ships-ofitheline would readily
see any fay signals that they repeated from the
Admiral’s ship, 17 wind was lacking to clear the fags
these ships, being fast, could at high speed steum up
and down the line, the ship's speed creating sufficlent
wind to blow clear the flags.

The long battle lines of the Grand Fleet in the First
Waorld Wir cabled for many such speciul repeating
ships. Freedom of movement was alsogiven for ships to
haul aut of the line 1o enable 1the Admiral 10 have u
cleay view of on important flag signal thut they had
fiving,

Afer the Fist World War great developments were
mage in Baching lights bright enough to ke read a1
some distunce in dayhght, Today, by flashing the
equivalent of a flag signal an o duylight signalling
lantern the signal may be guickly passed in all
dircctions throughout the Fleot,

To many the thought may now occur: “Why keep
fiags when there are vowe wireless and daylight
Aashing®™

The stating of *“the case for flags™ would be too
long for this ssue of Tur Cosmseonicaros, Sufficient
pow 10 remind ourselves tha! by Mugs when oan
Admiral’s signal is recerpted by the *Answer™ close
up, all copsnins not only understand his order but are
prepared 10 carry that order into execution, This
important assuranee is not so readily obtiined by the
other systems of sigoalling and is an Important
factor when manceuvring at speed,

“Fracos™
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CORRESPONDENCE

Tor the Ediror of Tht CosmuNICATOR
HMAS. 4rumn
Dran Six,

Your only comment on the photogruph appeiuring
in the latest number of TeE COMMUNICATOR, apurt
from the facts of the incident, was 1o the effect that a
heuvy topweaght of bunting for o destroyer was being
flown. Is the position ol the flags, dunng the salule
espectally, carrect etiquette? The salute was evidently
inended o be pakd to Tonga as confirmed by the
1ext above the photogriph; bul owing 10 the High
Commissioner’s flag being at the masthead it was by
ordisary convention being pald 10 him by mistke

| submit:

{1) An Admiral's fag ot a yurdarm looks ex-
tremely out of place, is bad procedure and
should not haye been displaced at the mast.
head by 1he flog of the High Commissioner
It would have been correct to fly them side
by side.

(2) The Toaga natlonal flag should have been
nt the masthead during (he salute, with the
High Commissioner’s flag temporarily hauled
down I necessary, but not that of the
Admiral.

Yours faithfully,
A. Peacock,

I Mr. Peacock s night, of course, and according 1o
the lester of the law the High Commissionsr’s flug
should have been hoisied at the masthend alongside
that of F.O.CAF, Similarly the Tongan national
flag should have been broken at the masthead for the
mationn! salute. Shortage of masthead hallinrds and
the congestion of three flags at the sume position, no
dout prompred H.M A S drinter to take the action
she did. A beller solution (short of having ull three
togethers might have been: masthead, Tongan national
flag: starboard  yardurm, High Commissioner,
Western Pacific’s flag: port yardarm F.O.CSFs
flag

WIT Sl
H.M.S. Adaeritr,
¢lo G P.O., Lonlon
Wednesday, 41h May, 1949,
Dear Sir,

Appended 15 a copv of a signal pussed by the
Malayun native operator af Nenasik 10 U Police
Sergeant in charge of Malayan East coagt W'T
stutions. We thought it meght give COMMUNICATOR
readders an iden of what 10 expect when their drall
chit comes along for the Ear Eastern Fleet.

Yours aithfully,
1./ Tel. HasiLer

P.S.— Fortunately the sandflzes do not come (o seu
with us

“Plenty of sandflies and mosguitoes here during
the operating time. | could hardly operate. The sand-
flies especially, they get into the nose, eyes: pleose
send o flit speay gun within a day,”™

To the Edicor of Twr COMMUNICATOR
Six,

I am not endowed with the eruditaon and dise
cursive ability of your former correspondent, my
old friend the Leydene Horse, who 1 trust is enjoving
in resirement the rewards which his merits deserve,
It 15 nos. therefore, my cusiom to seek publicity:
on the contrury, | am of & shy and reserved dispasition,

Judpe my distress by the focr that | um impelled
thus 1o state my views!

There has in the past been little friction between
the Royal Navy and the Leydene branch of my
family (who, incidentally, nre by far the older in-
habatants of this distnct), | may, indecd, claim that
relutions have been entirely smicable. We, for our
part, have been most coasiderate. and have confined
our activites (o works of benevolence, such us keeping
down the rabba pests who commit frequent depreda-
tions in your lovely gardens: while the conduct of
the naval personne! of Leyvdene House towards us has
been beyond repeoach

1 am compelied to regard as entirely unprovoked,
and, indeed, unfriendly, If not hostile, the sudden
change of attitide which allowed the grounds of
Leydene House 10 be used as the venoe of a meet of
the Hambledon Hounds—the hereditary enemies of
my family —at the end of March last. It 8 neediess
to dilate upon the personnl inconvenience to which |
was put, the most shocking aspect of the whole
affair was, to me, the overwhelming [(riendliness
shown lowards the hunt, even by the Wrens, whom |
had always considered my friends.

I trust, sir, that such an incident will not occur again

Yours faithlully,
Rurus ReEYnarD (Fox),

Hambledon Hounds at Leydene
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GOING THE ROUNDS IN “*MERCURY”

CHIEFS' CHATTER

The past few weeks have witnessed several notable
improvements i the amenities of the Mess, The
imevior has bega entirely redecorited und many rew
items of furniture are sow on the Presdential “siop
chit.” s

The visitor 10 the founge will potice & number of
easy chairs. These are really fisst cliass and 30 comfort-
able that even the Procedure specinlists, taking their
annunl post-1ot session stand-off, have only to give
these “situpons'” o cursory ghance for rigov smortis
10 8¢t in right away,

Closer Inspection by the guest, coupled with good
eyesight, will reveal a few square inches of Axminster
carper. Some hard-bitten R A, member has hud the
effrontery to sugpest that It & ned Axminster, and
that its onty claim to Inclusion in that lfustrious
furnily B8 the foct that one has to beat it. However,
s yet, the carpet has nol “beat i™ and. in fact, it
looks quile nice in front of the new brick Areplaceif
a littde loncely.

Straining his eyes. and pecring beyond the bifliards
table. & couple of bar setiees will be disclosed. These
were “sited” close to the billsards table, only ahier a
long secrel session by the Mess Commitiee. It appeirs
that the decision was mide after the Secretary
bad pointed out that the funch-time snooker Critics’
Union could. afier a purticularly fortunate “snooker™
had been lald. remark on the pluyer's rekationship
with o tomate, in a certiun degree of comlort,

Turning our ¢yes 10 the bar{and what better thing
to turn them w7, we are informed by (he Presidens
that the serving hatch s to be extended 1o the Tull
length of the pub, This, of course, is a goad thing,
as it will simphfy the dispensution of liguor. particu-
larly in the forthcoming stumpede when everyone
will be consuming 150 pints of prize-money.

Consequent upon, and in anticpation of, the en-
lurgement of the tavern, the President has had to
mave his “caboosh.” As he quite rightly pointed out,
it is not in keeping with the dignity of has high office
o bave a barrel of bitter stowed underncath the
Presidential foursposter, nor & 11 good for the hend
man’s sleep 10 be shaken by one of his bocolic
barmen, who, a8 the President is dreaming of what
pressdents da, would be rudely awakened by & rasping
voice saying: "Just a minute, Pres, while | tap the
barrel.™

And so his new ofhce has come mio being; an
excellent site has been chosen on the end of the Mess
nearest the coal pound. Here, a5 the aflemoon sun
streaks in through the stained-glass windows, he has
8 magnificent view of the passing and ever-chunging
scene, To his Jefl stretches out the wide expunse of
the Broadwalk, in the centre the towering height of the
coal pound (in summes) and, 1o his right, the Minisiry
of Information.

On the cateriog side 0 much-felt want has beens

satisfied by the widening of the servery 10 double its
previows size, The ke “aleove™ has, of course, been
swallowed up by thix scheme. Many membess will
remember the difficulty of negotiating the “alcove™
with & plate of soup in one hand and o long week-end
chit in the other,

Numbers in the Mess huve somewhal reduced ol
late, owing 10 divers reasons. The transier of “L"
Branch training ta Colllngwood has seen the depar-
ture, among others, of George Py, “‘Pensiomitis”
has claimed C.Y.S. “Sly” Fox, C.P.O, Tel. Yatcs
und, shortly, CRE. Haomblin., Druft notes huve
expunged quite o few fram the s fist. However,
s one door opens anather one closes, iind we welkcome
u few old members hick 1o the foid,

Among these we find C.P.O. Tel. “'Spike™ Healing,
who came straight m one doar and out of the oiher 10
Mala, although some members thought he had gone
to Blagkpool for the Canference. C.P.Q. Tel, Hodges
{*“The Count™) has just returned from his ambassa-
dorinl appointment in Greece, bul bere again, it was
a case of *Hello™ and “Goodbye,” for he has now
departed, complele with retinue, 10 Cookhum. Also
present we pumber the one und only “Mungy™
Pursons, who has just returncd with Malta (sorry,
“from™).

Sports Duy hus come and gooe ance again und this
yeuar our team has been under the capable direction
of C.Y.S. Fleteher, There & on acute shortage of
athlefic talent i the Mess ut the moment, Father
Time having taken his 1ol This s obvious to the
casunl observer. not only by the slight greving ot the
terpes but also by the generad trend of conversation
regarding the “'Sth-five." However, (o return o
Sports Doy, We dadn't farce at il well, although Lhe
President performed his annuul feut of “putting the
weight,” being all the more remarkable as foe the
remainder of the year he is busy “taking the weight.”
Our only other success was in the Tug-of-War.
Here we had 0 very "sirenuois™ tme. The first round
saw us drawn against the "Miscellaneous,” and we
spent muny anxious moments wondering if they would
Tiise i team. We passed Into the next cound wort oul
with mental anguish, and eventually to the final.
As you are oll well aware. the pull i3 not on the
"level,” and the winning of the toss carries most of
the weaght, C.R.E, Hart (forfunately for him} won
the toss and 50 we became tug-ol-war champs, for
the year, having the best oul of three with the Pelty
Officers, The only other prizes 10 go to the Mess were
Robert Hancock (children under 8) and  Bruce
Sharpe (heir apparent to the Jaunty’s Jewels) in the
810 (4 class, As wus 10 be expected the ory of “Racker™
and “Swindle™ greeted the recipeents, Everyome had
2 grund day, but as the Chiels team left the sports
ground one reflecsed that there are some things
the Chiefs ure too old for.

Anyway, we are not 100 ol to wish you all the very
best wherever you may be and express the fond hope
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that it will not be long before you are doing the
“joining routine.™

RIFLE AND REVOLVER
SHOOTING

In this the Hest vear in which such titles as “H.M,
Signal School,” “Leydene House,” erc.. bave been
superseded by “AMeccwry,™ it is good ta know that
that grand name has been recorded in clrcles more
used o heasing “Excellent.”

Which leads us to the happy circumstances in which
we returned from the Poctsmonith Command Rifke and
Revolved Meeting, beld ur Tipeer Range in early
May.

Pracixe and organising of reams was Jeft (o 0
rather late date. owing 10 weather and varous other
inconveniences, bot as soon as Easter had passed a
small band of enthusiasts got gosng under the waich-
ful eye of our mew resident G, C.P.O, Sellick, and
peace was disturbed by the sounds ensanating from
our Ye-yaed range in the vatley

Amongst our numbers were names already well
known in this sphere, including that halfpint marvel
L.dg. Wren Jane Stafford, M. A.A, Sharpe, L1 Kelly
from Haslemere, ete,

We were mast fortunate, at the lust moment, when
O Tel. Pidgeon came dowe from Feageance, and
though he represented her in the individual events we
were glad 10 be uble to include him in Mereury “ A"
i 1AC team events,

Thas year's mecting was divided m two  pars,
Part 1 for the under 22's being held on Monday und
Tuesday, und Part 11 for all<comers for the remainder
of the week.

Pidgeon started off well in Part | by tying for first
place in the aggregate score, but was finnlly awarded
secomd place under the Bisley rules for “countmg out,™

The “Mercury ™ contingent ot Tipner

Then on to Part 11, where the following successes
were scored

Every 50 Tel. Pidgeon, Ist; L./Wren Stafford,
Ind.

Evenr 8 —0.Tel, Prdgeon, 2nd,

Aggregate of Events 5 and 8—0.Tel. Pidgeon.
2nd (having again tied for fist place und desn
“counted out”),

In the team events our sngle tearn entered for the
Officers” Rifle Tiles was knocked out by sheer weight
of numbers— Whaley alone Baving sent teans “A”
1o “V." by mustering every available gunnery officer.

In the Open Rifle Tie Team event, however, it
wis a different story, We were Just able 1o make up
three teams of four lrom the twelve of us attending.
and ali got off to a flying start. This competition was
on the knock-out principle, the best team of 1the four
10 each Iwal going on 10 the next round.

By the nme the Quarter-finals were reached “C™
team had been knocked out and “A’ and B 1cams,
still breathfess from the number of times they had
run that awfully long 100 yards before firing each
time, found that they were both to fre in the same
heat, the winner 1o go on to the semi-finals,

This was & pity it would have been so much nicer
I A" and “B™ had not met up with cach other until
the final

Howeser, "A™ teom wan the quarter-fing] and
huastily retreated to the starting-point to regain their
wind before dashing off again In the semi-final
(which, need we say, they alse won)

And o to the final round. This was the last nfie
event of the mecting and enthusiasm was growing
apace as the fate of the last “Pot™ hung in the
talance. We were agreeably surprised to hear how
many supporters we had —the cries for Mercw
Cwath plenty of “Come on June's™) were Fir In excess
of what our defeated “B” and “C" teams could put
forth unaided.

That finsl run-down and the precision with which
each ol the tiles fell were something we shall not forges
in u hurry, noe the cheer that went up to announce
Mercary's victary over [he other fifty-nine competing
feams. 11 is interesting to note that their time for the
fast run, from time of commencing the 100 yards
until the tenth tile tell, was 29 2.5 wc., which, we are
reliably informed, is only 3-5th sec. more than the
nest time ever put up for this event at Tipner, Con-
gratulenions 10 Ldg. Wren Siafford (team caplain),
Lt. Kelly tHaslemere), O./Tel Pidgeon and P.0. Tel,
Hisley t(R.N.Z.N),

In the Revolver evenls we were nol so strongly
representied, practie having been neglected in favour
of rifles, but pur team. consisting of C.P.O. Sellick,
CY.S Kellaway and Mr. Bloodworth, C.CO.,
decded to “have a go.™

Individual results were not outstanding, but greal
fun was had in the Revolver Tik cvent, where after
another boat of running we mannged to reach the
semi-Anal, in whach we met defeat af the hands of
Warrior's crack team, who then went on to win,
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“Mercury ' YA Riffe Team

Tlus semisfmal produced o great tholl, for when
the whissle hiew afier thicty secomis it appeared thal
both tains hod desiroved (e same number of thes
However. on inspection, it was lfound that #armas
had ust nicked ane more of 1heirs, ond s0 we retined,
leeling not wmsatshod and rememberng that thiny
teams fud stiried, of which ten or eleven were from
M hunles

Sa a very plaasunt week ended with Merowy in
possession ol 1ne Goldsmiths and Silversnuths Cup
for Rifle Teles, fise medals for first places and four
medals for secand pluces.

All those who knew Jane will join with us in wishing
ner the bess of goad luck in “Chvyy Street,” 10 which
she Bas now departed o e, she shoold bave gone
nefore the meeting, bot elecied to spend some of her
dJumob, Jeave st dressed 0 beli-Bottoms sa that she
could shoot with us,

Espocioily deserving of o g “chock wp™ s O, Tel
Pidgeon, who did so very well. He is now, fAttingly
enough, on his way 10 begger and betier Things ar
Bisley, having boen secheciod for the Port 24, We
hope 1o bear more of him e the near future.

And now Irom 303 1o 22, Our range 15 well
patronised al lanch time and o the “'dogs,”” and the
levy of 1d. pec shoot just supplies enough cash ot
manthly siver prizes. But there is much to be done
il we are to noing the name of Mycwrr o rifle
Seapue Shooting, ond 19 Keep our marksmen (n practice
for next year’s Commund Meehing

Immediate steps are 10 reduce aur range {al present
of some 36 yords in length) to the stundard 25 yards,
and 10 obtain tae minimem ol two rifles suttable for
match shooting. Since the lutter involves us in consader-
able expense, we can only hope the cash will he
forthcoming.

Our more distant aim is an indoor 25-yand range,
50 that shooling can continue Lthroughout the winter
months, and provide hoth pructice and entertainment
Optiomistie though this aim s, we hope that it will
be achseved in 1he not-1oo-distant future

G A H

L

SPORT

The warm weather doesn 't sosm 1o have thhen away
irom the saccer playess any of (heir keenness. No
vrghnised games have been played, but there has
Been o falr amount of practice “kicking arcund” on
the broadwalk.

Qur soccer ground has been under the care and
attention o e Fust Lieutenant since the foorball
season ended, 1 15 getting exper! trextment so thal
we cim eapect vastly improved piaying conditions in
Seprember. We take this opportunity of thanking
Number One for the keen interest he has shown in
our affinrs,

Yeo. Doubleday, apart from his prowess at cricket
and tennis, s our expert boxer. 1t will be remembered
that he was our only representative of the nobie url
ut he Command Boxng Championships and did
well enough there to be chosen for the Command
hoxing feam: We give himy the very hest of wishes for
his future bouls

Cricke!

The vrcket team scems o be settling down aller
g Tairly poor stunt 1o the season, We hive entered
for the Portsmouth Command Knock-out Comperl-
tion and our frst opponent is HLM.S. Excellenr.

L Murray spent o few weeks with us, but is now
with H.MS. Depad. We shall miss him. Instr, LL
Cox angd Tel, Castle have both made fifties and Yeo.
Doubledsy has had bowling success, capturing 12
wickels for J0 tuns i hes lasl two games, We ook
forward 10 a successiul season

Wuter Polo

HMS, Moroury is ensered i Divasion 78" of the
Command Water Polo League, This diviSion Conssts
entirely of outlying establishments who have no
raiming (ucilities close at haad.  An ¢ncouruging
start has been made 10 the season, the record to datwe
being played, 3: won, 4: drawn, {2 goals for, 28;
goals Egainst, 1] points, 9

This unbeaten record lsas i tse mun been due 10
1w things. Firstly, we have o very cvealy balanced
sidde. with every plaver having shightly ubove nverige
ability. Secondly, we are extrémely fortunate o
possessang udeguate reserves, which s parhiculasly
important 4t (s stuge. when s0 many rutings are
being called upon For the lorthcoming exercises.

The following have represented Mercary in one
or more games this season: C.PO, Tel. Mitchell,
C.R.I. Hancock, Yeo. Tyler and Rumble. PO, Tel
Godiey. L, Tels. Cardwell, Rowbottom and Taylor,
L ‘Sig. Bush, Sig. Ingham and O.S. King

Details of results up to H4h June:

v, Porismouth Flotilla, won 4.0,
r. RN H.. Hasiar, won § 0

v Siskin, drew 1|

v. Inghwnisable, won 7AL

v, Versue “B,” won ¥-0

We have sl one or two sUlF hordles to chear,
bt though we fullv realise this fact, the teum are
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determined 10 put Mercary on the water polo map
and prove thut, though we are situated well inland,
we can stiil be piscatorially proficsent

Sports Day was wiarm and sunny; there were ice
cream and soft drinks in the refreshment tent and
Mr. Watts aguin won 1he veterans” race. 1t was a yery
pleasant day and the Sports Officer thanks everyone
who helped so much to minke u success al’ it

The winter games will soon be with us, \We look
forward 1o reports of crossbars “shaking like a jelly-
fish,” rugger balls bouncing the wrong way just on
the line and hockey balls shaving the paint from the
outer edge of the upnght.

Mercary has entered o team in the Commuand
Inter-Establishment Tennis Knock-out Competition,
In the (st round we met Dodphin and beat them 4—2,
which is a pretty good effort when we remember
the limited facilitics we have in Levdene,

To all wams and all spocting activites in Mesrcary
we wish the best of luck for resuits. We know that
the games themselves will be enjoyed,

ENTERTAINMENTS

The endofiterm revue “Close Up!!!" was
presented o pocked houses in the Mercw ' Theatie
on Wednesday and Thursday, 30th and 31st March.
The plot, s usunl, was thinner than the present-duy
rasher of bacon, but amusing and hilarious situations
were seezed upon by Jake Sommervitle, who, as
Telegraphist Eddy Current, turmed in one of his best
performances to date, Beryl Nye added a touch of
sanidy Lo (he proceedings m the part of Wien Viodet
Ray, her singing being first rate. In the portrayal of
Professor Murk Coatact tan absent-minded botfin),
John Hart bad full scope Tor his well-Xnown abilily
to characterive. Buck Taylor revelled as Senor Lopex
Vaselino G sinister spy) and kept the howse in roors
of ughter during his contacts with “The Voiwce,™
while in the part of his assistant {Pepita) Margaret
Kenyon exeelled. Further comedy was provided by
Percy Hamcock as Signalman Hal Yarde and Sepor
Flanelino, a Picador (full of bull fight). John Town-
seod In the role of the Chaplain (Rev, A, Surplus-
Cassock) did evervihing bar take the collkecton. and
at his “concert” introduced three frst-class artisls
in Tom Liddel! trenor). Digger Shipks {impres-
sionist) and Dorothy Gardner (vocalast). Other paris
were played by Watt Tyler (as R.P.O. B. Caustic),
Max Horton (as Mr. Ivor Weedon), Maneric Clarke
and Walter Jervis. Yoted first rute were the chorus
(tne Leydene ladies) who gave an ulmost flawless
duplay. Consisting of Wren Tels,, thelr nunxs were
Olive Taylor, Pam Elliot, Rita West, Margaret Swun,
Deirdre Clinton, Barbara Keele, Margarer Heard and
Bery! White. Denis Holden was at the plano through-
out, with Tich Read (drums). Interval music was
provided by Peter Thompson and Gordon Richards.
Tom Atking was responsible for the lighting, and
sound plus effects were in the capable hamds of
Ken Hitchen,

The show was written and produced by Percy

Huncock, who had excelled himsell’ by concocling 2
steady stream of side-splitting and typically 1opical
wisecracks, Great eredit is due 1o the cast and stage
hands, who put in many hours of their spare time at
rehearsal, and m particular 1o the chorus, who
desagned and made their own dresses under the direc-
tton of Margaret Kenyon. The infectious high spirits
und good Aumour of L1, Cdr, Sommerville went o
great deal towards producing a hard-working but very
happy cast,

In view of the many counter-atractions during the
summer months it has been decided 10 wailve the
production of a concert for this term. Our efforts are
now being directed towards the Christmas pantomime,
the title of which has been provsionnlly fixed as
“Aladdin and his Wonderful Amp.™

A successful Ship's Company darce in aid of the
King George V. Fund for Saitors was beld in Perers-
ficld Town Hall on the 17th May. Johnny Lyne’s
Band from Portsmouth provided excellent music
and the 400-odd people seemed 10 enioy themseives
thoroughly. Well over hail this number were residents
of Petersfield and many villages in the neighbourbood:
thus these charity dances, which are to be held about
every three months, Bave an imporiant secondary
function . -to enable us in naval circles to get to know
the country folk around s,

WARDROOM NOTES

The Dig improvements i the ante-coom are ahmost
completed, much to everyone’s relief, as the shuttic
to and from the Gunroom is becoming monotonous.
A big feature will be the new Greular bar designed
und executed by the Barrackmaster. A new mantel.
plece has been installed o replace the marble one
which has been returned ot the request of Lady Peel
together with the ones from the Library and Com-
mander’s offioe,

Two important guest nights bave been beld. one to
say goosd-bye to Comm. L, E. J. Peurce, M BE.,
with some eloguent oratory n pratse and defence of
VIS, und the other to dine the Royal Marines. It is
pleasing 10 report that the visitors were defeated in 2
series of gentle games where their peoverbinl brawn
should have been to their advantage, @

The Mess now dines onee @ week in an attempt to
return 1o the normal pre-war practice. |1 appenrs 10
lead to more trouble than on an ordinary guest
night, perhups becanse the Mess President is not in
the chaar.

The Wardroom won the Seven-u-side Hockey
Tourrament, but was defeated in the Incer-Part
Soccer League, The lateer was noted for the flow of
invective from the captain, the First Lieutenant for
his cam 10 run faster, and the breaking of L1,
Buller's nose in collision with an opponent while
attempting to head the ball

Whik these notes were being written, the Wardroom
was victorous i the sports meeiing, SO0 we are the
prowd owners of n shicld presented Lo Merour by
the tate H.M.S. Scovia,
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A comprebemsive and completely up-to-date
presentation of the peinciples of  Radio,
Television und Rodar,

OUTLINE OF

RADIO
A i

By

R. S ELVEN, ALCGIL, BSc
M. O SAY, PhD, MSc NILED
I l'll‘l)lN(.u OBE, \1'!(
G WIVDRFL’ QMI
E. LLOY
H E l'F\MlN
Co A, GUARRINGTON, A M B | R E
R.C, WALKER, BS¢. AMIEE,

HE fundomental principals upon which

all Radio, Televissom and Radar depend
are here outlined and clearly explained by
a team of special contributors,

Beginnimg with a clear exposition of the
nature of matter and clectrons, the reader
&5 led by ecasy stages 1o an understinding
of the latest 1ypes of radio and television
recervers
A number of 1ypical receiver clreuits are set
out and explained in detail, so that the radio
service man andd amnteur should be able,
after studying these, to find his way about
any particular type of radio or television
revceiver with which he may have o deal
The last two chaplers are devoled to the
subjects of radia direction finding and radar
which are bacomeng increasingly important
inconnect:on with the navigation of aircraft
and shipping
The book contains more than SO0 diagrams,
charts and circuits, and a8 comprehensive
index of over 2,000 entries, two features
which easure thar this is a book of lasting
vialue and importance to all interested in
these subjects

With 583 lbastrations,

8i 51 inches. 688 pages,  2ls, met.

GEORGE

NEWNES

LIMITED

Tower House, Southampton Street,
Strand, London, W.C.2,

tHe Master meTer 1N AcTiON

'75t.5%ot5{?5hnu[

From the brighe Hght of the mountain snowfield to the
dim light of the Eastern baznar the sensitivity of the
Weston “Master” Undversal Exposure Meter ensures
an accurate readimge. So simple to ase, so reliuble, so
helpfal, equally valuable to the amateur or professional,
for back and white or colour, for “still' or ‘cine’
cameras, sealed for stabelity in all climates and all
degrees of humidity and temperature, Save time, money
and disappointment by  equipplag yourself with a
Weston "Master’ NOW!

WESTOV

aatez

UNIVFRSAL EXPOSURE METER

The “Muster' Meter & » shese.
vioctree mvirermest. procmins bl
with pewelled mavemeee sod sealed
for srahfety ane acourate resdings
jo extremes gl Mumicas and tom
perature, “High' sad lon” wales s
with avtsmatic ‘hallle’ Chaspe nre MO D F L ST¢4/71%
comshised with the Compredensve PIICE (3152 [lac. pacchase
vaptsuie diy Cax| Leunber coe |6 Lot

SANGAMO WESTON LIMITED
Great Cambeldge Road, Enfield, Middlesex

delephone - Evfeld 343 (6 (oes) & 1247 (4 Jines)



88 THE COMMUNICATOR

* MEONMAID ™

We got Meomwurd 10 Portamouth from  behind
the squash court at Leydene without incident in the
last week in April. A number of branches had o be
loppex! from trees on the Clanfield road and one set of
trolley-bus wires in Southsea came perilously close,
but all went well and she wus hoisted into the water
ut Fermom.

The dry winter kad opened her scams und she had
10 be removed quickly and white lead inseried to stop
the jais of water which were coming in between several
planks; these soon stopped, however, and she became
perfectly sound below, Lying in Haslar Creck at her
moorings (which are now of the “vacht plck-up™ type
forward) she was finally prepared for sea.

The scason has started with a seces of contrasts
i weather, on days we have been out. Either there
has been 0 much wind that we have been weather-
bound (not always in Portsmouth and not always in
harbour) or there has been no wind at all and the
Spithead tides have played havoe with ET As,

In the cruising line so far, Beauleu, Hamble, New-
town, Lymington nnd Cowes have been visited, while
Chichester Harbour has also been made a pors of
call, 1t is beloeved for Mevmmaid's Birst Do,

Several W R NS and ratings crews have been away
in the dog watches, and we hope that there will he
many more whike the evenings are long and the
wedather more kind Signa! officers from outside
Mercwry have also bad ber away and we welcome
as many us are qualified to wse her aguin,

There bave been theee races only so far: firsdy,
Lymington-Paale, in which Meommaid featured about
half-way down o list of twenty-five, On the returmn
race she did better and crossed the line third 1o get a
time corrected place of Aifth out of twenly-five yaches.

The third event was the passage race 1o Dartmouth
for ex-German yachts over Whirsun week-end. Only
six yachts started, despile @ race card consisting of
seveateen entries. 1t may well be that this was because
of weather forecasts, for soon afler passing the
Needles strong winds increased 1o gale force. We
missed the gale warning. as the wireless was in-
advertently putl oul of action by & bucket of bilge
water intended for the sea!

Having crossed the line off Southsea with full sail,
including the new Genoa Jib setting beautifully, 2
sucoession of “strip-tease’” octs took place —the
discomfort of which is well kaown 1o those who have
raced in bad weather—until by 0100 we were down
10 a storm jib the size of a cutter’s foresail and no
more, Even with this sail we feit over canvassed,

About this time FL.M. Submarine Amdrew closed
15 to ask if we neaded assistance. This gesture was
much appreciated, though the effect of her closing
caused a X' deviation 10 appeir 0 our compass,
thus causing rotations of the card and therefore of the
yucht which must have looked (and indeed feli) most
startling,

We now regretted the route we had taken, which

was rather more inshore than the other vachis, for
1he effect of Porttand and i3 race. though seven miles
off, made asell felt and we encountered some very
steep and confused scas.

By dawn there had been no abatement of the ssas
und Portland Bill was only just past the beam: with
fifty miles still 10 g0 to Dartmouth, and enthusiasm
(to say nothing of bedding and clothing) somewhat
damped, the skipper decided 1o turn for the shelter
of Portland. 1t is always an unpleasant amd difficult
decision 1o make 10 ubandon o raoce, especially when
1 3 possable 0 go on. Looking back, however, no
regrets are felt on this decision, as u depressing start
ended in 4 most enjovable week-end as & result.

Porthand was reachod at 1030 and we unchored
under the lee of the “"Mulberry™” lurbour. Siaep and
food were overdue and welcome o us all. i

The return trip was without great incident except
perhaps when the skipper was dragged into Portland
Harbour by his signet ring which he caught on Flsg
Officer Training Squadron™s barge which had kindly
been sent to ask il we needed assistunce, His second
soaking in twenty-four hours did no harm, as the
buth was welcome and would certainly never have
happened voluntarily.

The prompt und alert display of V8 {both sema-
phore and fashing) by H.M.S. Zest was noted with
pleasure by the V staff in Weommald when o weathet
forecast was obtaired from her

Swanage wos made the following day undes a jib
adone al a speed through the water of 6] knots
The final hop from Newtown o Portsmouth via
Cowes, on the other hand, was made with hardly
enough breeze Lo fill the apinnaker,

At the time of writing we are about to holst
Meanmaid out for twenty-four hours 1o clean up the
bottom, which s very green, so as lo ke on top line
for the first Monarch Bow! race in a week's time,

The scason Is vet young.

W.R.N.S. NOTES

The Summer sporting activities are not yet at the
stage to be able 1w give any results of maches, bu
athletics, swimming and cricket 2re in full swing,
and we hope to be able 1o report in the next issue that
we have respined the cups we won fast year.

Wrens Gillard and Parnell have already represeated
the Portsmouth Command in severn! swimming
matches, and PO, Wren McKaskie ot athletic
MSELINgs.

L/Wren Sufford and Wren  Shepherd  were
members of the Portsmouth Command nfle tesmn
which won the [nter-Commund Competition. L.\Vren
Swuafford also shot in the W.R.NS. Inter-Service
Competition and with the Mercury team at the Port
Rifle Meeting.

Anaother Meecury show was produced at Easter
in which several W . R.NS, took part. These topez!
shows give much amusement to the cast and aodience
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alike and we very much hope they will be continued
DXL winter

Several Signal Wrens were required to take parl
in the Navy Day pregrumme in Portsmouth Dockyard
aver rthe Easter week-end. They enjoved this experi-
ence and found thut after a little persuasion the
members of the public were willing 1o discard their
shyness and 1o send messages 1o cach other on & radio
teleprinter circuit between two mobile W'T vans.,

We now have quite a Bourishing French class which
meets every Monday evening and 1§ instrested by
Second Odbcer Colls—the W RNS, Command
Education Officer,

We have bad a regulor spate of marages between
Communscation ratungs and Wrens  serving  at
Mevewry. In fact, we sometimes wonder whether
this really 5 the signa! school or 0 msarringe ageocy.
However, we send our congratulations to them all and
wish them every happiness.

AMATEUR RADIO G3BZU

The Ham radio world of Levdenc has littde 1o
comment on I this issue. We have managed to
acgquire 3 few more enthusiasts and 5o rescue our-
selves from complele stagnation, but the rapid
coming and going of would-ke Hams. coupled with
the fact that whilss bere they are usually fevenshly
working on a course for something or another.
renders our numbers lamentably low,

With 2 new influx of QSL cards we have now
cleared off our arrears and, we hop:, owe no manp
Shouid any Ham reading this disagree, please forward
details and we'll remedy the defect. Talking of OSL
curds, we have received a large number of overseas
specimens and they provide an inleresting study in
the different designs and colour schemes, We had
quite a few German cards, mainly from the British
and U.S. Zones,

Recently the gardener and his staff have cut away
the undergrowth from around the shack and revealed
the fact that a coat of pant is badly needed 1o keep
the Hams watestight.

The Ham shack at Leydene is o very pleasant place
in which o work, whh a magnificent view across the-
valley towards East Meon amid a truly rural atmes-
phere, and the quiet is broken only by the complaim
of some Ham 3000 miles away (hat so-and=so is
gelling m his way. So be careful, gentlemen; when
you press your key you may be jamming a nightingale
Or At worss 4 Wren.

All the Leydene Hums, past and present, send their
best wishes 1o all other Hams and wish them all the
contacts they would wish themselves.

T, M B

CIVILIAN COMMENTARY

Once again the Sports Meeting hus passed by and #
good time was had by all, The Veteran's Race was
won by Mr, Wartts agein, aler, it i3 alleged, a day of

prepuration and thea a month to recover. Tt is with
cegret that we learn that it may de the last time he
wiil compete in this event. | The powers-that-be seem
to consider that he will soon have to start from the
finishing line and run towards the start 1o e on the
course at ali,)

Consequent on the promotion of some memders
1o C.O, grade. there have been changes in the Clvalian
Staff. We wish the departing members all the best of
luck in their new posts: Mr, Jay and Mr. Winter 1o
AS R E., Hademere: My Cash and Mr Dyer 1o
Collingwond, Mr. Amor to LP.O., Mercurr:
Mr. Rance to Cenltral Records Office; and Mr. Callent
1 Upper Office of C.B.O. Mr, Collett’s top “set’ is
expected 10 be in posiion any minute now so that
there is a possibility of the soup in the canteen getting
thicker

We offer another pat on the back to Mr. Ness.
He has lately been elected (o the Horndean Council,
Pesersfictd RO .C, Parish Council Liaison Commit-
tee, Highways and Byways Committee, and Horndean
Community Centre Committee. It is kearned that he
may take any of the titles applicable to the occasion,
We welcome our mew colleagues in the C.B.O.
Mr. Fox and Mr. Gardiner, bath on compietion of
their service stretch and both ex-Chief Yeomen.
The latter may perhaps be well remembered as the
last naval representative in the MS.O,, Mercunr,
prior 10 it being taken over by civilions, Welcome,
and good luck 1o them both.

On 215t June we were honoured by a visit of
Mr. Dawson, Chairman of Haslemere Branch,
CSCA.. Mr. Foicher, Vice-Chaleman, Haslemere
Branch CS.CA, and Mr. Munro, Secretary,
Portsmouth Branch, C.S.C A, who is also a member
of the Executive Section of the Admiralty Commutiee.
We were very impressed by a very enlightening address
on the various aspects of the CS.CA, and Kindred
ofganisations.

After the address many perplexing querics were
answered inoa masterty and prompt manner by Mr,
Mumro, greatly 10 our @ausfachon

A Jocal Whitley Office Committee is in the stage of
formation in the near Muture. This Commities will
greatly assist in smoothing out any  dJifferences
between official and staff sides,

. CURRENT COURSES IN
H.M.S, *MERCURY™

LONG " C" COURSE
RN, & RPN LONG “ O™ COURSE

COMMISSIONED COMMUNICATIONS
OFFICERS (QUALIFYING)

See Eayrer Number poge 48
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that 1t will not be long belore you are doing the
“joiming routine.™

RIFLE AND REVOLVER
SHOOTING

In this the first year in which such tighes as “"H.M,
Signal School,” “Leydene House' e, have been
superseded by “Mercury,” it is good 10 know that
that grand name has been recorded in circles more
used 10 hearing “Exceflear ™

Which leads us 1o the happy circumstanoes in which
we retumied from the Portsmouth Command Rifle und
Revolved Meeting, beld ot Tipaer Range in early
Mauy,

Practice and organising of teams was left to a
rather late date, owwng (o weather nnd varous other
mconveniences. but as soon as Ezster had passed a
sminll band of enthuszasts got going under the watch-
ful eve of our new resident G.1,, C PO, Sellick, and
peace was disturbed by the soumts emanating from
ouir M-yard range in the valley

Amongst our numbers were names already well
known in this sphere, including that boallspint marve!
Ldg Wren Jane Suifford, MA A, Sharpe. Lt, Kelly
from Haslemere, e1c.

We were most fortunote, ol Lve st moment, when
0. Tel, Pulgeon came down from Vewgeamce, and
thaugh he represented ber in the individual events we
were glad 1o be able to include him in Mercney “AY
in the team events

This year's meeting was divided i 1wo  purts,
Part | for the under 22°s bemg held on Monday and
Tuesday, and Part I for all-comers for the remainder
of 1w week,

Pidgeon siarted ofl well in Part | by Lylog 1or st
place in the aggregite score, but was finally awarded
second place under the Bisley rudes for “‘counting out "

The “Mercary'' contingent at Vipmer

Then on to Part 11, where the following successes
were scoved:

Evenr £-00Tel Pidgeon, 1at; L./\Wren Stafford.
Ind

Evenr 8.-0./Ted, Psdgeon, 2nd

Aggrogare of Events S amd —0.Tel. Pidgeon
2nd (having again teed for fisst place and been
“counted out™).

In the team events our «ingle team ensered for the
Officess” Rifle Tiles was Xnocked out by sheer meight
of numbers. Whaley alone having sent teams “A'
10 "'V, by mustering every available gunnery officer

In the Open Rifle Tile Team event, however. 1l
was o different story, We were just able 1o make up
three teams of four from the swelve of us attending.
and all got off 1o & Mying start. This competition was
on the knocksout principle, the best team of the four
in each heat going on to the next round,

By the time the quarier-finals were reached “C™
team had been knocked out and “A™ and B teams.
still breathiess from the number of times they had
run that awfully fong 100 yards before firing each
time, found that they were both to fire In the samwe
lyeat, the winner 10 go on 1o the semi-finals.

This was a pity—it would have been so much nicer
AT and “B™ had not met up with each otlwer until
Ul final.

However, "A" 1cam won the guarter-final and
hastily retreaied 10 the starting-point (o regain their
wind before dashing off again in the semi-final
{which, noed we say, they also won)

And 50 to the final round. This was the fast rifte
ovent of the meeting and enthusiasm was growing
apace as the fate of the last “Pot™ hupg in the
balance. We were agreeably surprised to hear how
muny supporters we had-—the cres for Mercun
{with plenty ol "Come on June's™) were far in ¢xcess
of what our defeated "B and “C™ tweams could pul
forth unatded.

That final run-down and the precision with which
cach of the tiles fell were somsething we shall not forget
in & hursy, nor the cheer thal wenl up 1o annaunce
Mevew y's viciory over the othes fifty-nine compesing
teams. It s interesting 10 note hat their time for the
lust run, from time of commencing the 100 yards
until the tenth tile fell, was 2% 2-5 sec., which, we are
relably informed, 15 only 3-Sth sec. more than the
best lirne ever put up for this event st Tipper. Con.
gratuletions 10 Ldg. Wren Statford (team captain),
L1 Kelly (Haslemere), O Tel. Pidgeon and PO, Tel
Hisley (RN_ZNL).

In the Revolver events we were not 5o strongls
represented, practice baving been neglected in favour
of riffes, but our leam, consisting of C.P.O, Sellick,
C.YS Kelluway and Mr. Blondwerth, CC.O,
decided 10 “have a go.”

Individua! results were not outstanding. but great
fun was had in the Revolver Tile event, where after
anotlwer bout of running we managed to reach the
sermi-final, in which we met defeat at the hands of
Warrww's crack team, who then went oo to win
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COMMUNICATIONS CROSSWORD

ISee mege &0 for Sodwion)

Across —1, Make and mend signal for Desmond? (81 S, Small with owiside mside (6. 10, Dancing time
(5). 11, The right subject to learn for advancement? (9). 12, 1am after the letter (4). 13, All the world is this
according 1o Ham'et (5). 14, Head armour for the navigator (4), 17, Men in these used 10 be in gaudrupl
cate (7). IR, Tell again m business (6). 22, Not the Xind of malch used by the gunner (65, 23, Chaps in u
vpeelable®(7). 26. Stony res.raint (4). 28, Hot way to find favour (5). 29, 31, front and hack for a deck
(4), 32, I"spy ¢hits ond the man who signs them is a1 Haslemere (9), 33, Haughty Hons (5). 34, Albert

In cover 15 not without ability,

i 4 o
o "
7 s
20 b2
L -
4
o v |
|
| | i3

5 - 35, They convey message
r nandhng mstructions (8).
Down—|, Tell off 5 small pan
(6). 2, Spare home for signal-
ling (9). 3, Its importance is
out of proportion o s s12¢
(4). 4, Marthews in what he
has won have much drawing
power on the foc's'le (8). 6,
Ships are inclined 10 do this
- (41 7, Accustom (5). £, Signal
r introduction goes hefore a
walk 18). 9, No sei lor the bad
sailor €5). 1S, Unpleasant way
o treat meat? (5), 16, Cwr
neganive avourdupors (S), 19,
15 Chin organ reducing move
ment {9, 20, Olivia's home in
the Zoologreal Gardens (5, 3).
21, When mixed up he is a
poor rate {8), 24, Thes lalan
Ity CoMains & mare ancient
one (5). 25, They are not in
knots ashore (61 27, This sail
15 above the top willant (5)
0, 15, without the profes-
sonals (43, 31, Work includes

you and me (4).

DEFEAT BY CYPHER

Was Napolean defeated by a cryprographic error?
Perhaps the real answer will pever be known, but
there s evidence to show that the rout of the Freach
army at Leipzig was due to o mistake in & cvpher,

For some weeks before the Battie of the Nations,
Napoleon had been fighting a masterly retreat with
aboot one-third of his army. He hod fallen back upon
Leipaig and hie hoped to delay the combined German,
Austrian and Russian forces until more troops could
join him

The French had taken up defensive pasitions in o
halfcircle, about ten miles in radius, around the
town, There was a river behind them which protected
their Manks, as there were no bridges, excepl for the
aone in the centre of their disposition

Heavily outnumbered, the French appeared doomed
to defeat and the combined armies hurled themselves
forwird with courage and determinution, but the
mlitary genius of the Emperor was at first triumphant,

Attuck after attuck was driven off with fearful fosses.
The magnificently handled artillery drove them back
and the irresistible charges of the heavy cavalry, under
the dashing King of Naples, swept all before them
and might indecd have broken the Allied front if it
had not been for the lurious counter-attacks of the
Russtan Cossacks,

I'he French were hard pressed on all sides and
particolarly on the right flank. where Marshal
Pomatowsky was desperately trying to hold his
position on the niver. Poniatowsky was driven out of
a villnge that he was holding by overwhbelming
numbers, but the timely arrival of Marshal Augeieay,
2 tircless and foulsmouthed veteran of many cam-
paigns, restored the situation.

Afler the first day of the battle the result was a
draw and both sides retired 10 their camp fires for the
wught. The French aruliery, which had formed such o
valuuble keystone in the defence of the town, was
ruaning short of armmunivon and Napoleon realised
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that he must eventually retreut across the river
towards one of his supply bases in the rear. He
sccordingty wrote an order 1o his Chiel of Staff,
Marshal Bertheir. teling him to arrange for the
building of extra bridges over the river. This document
155Ul in existence. Ater the disaster al the Beresing,
during the Moscow retreat, when lis shattered army
found only one bridge by which to cross, he could
not have failed 10 reenember the tmportance of extra
pontoons.

Something went wrong. The order to build the
bridges 5 supposad (o Bave been sent to Marshai
Augereau in cypher. When be received this despatch
he right fank was already being assailed with ree
doubled fury by Allled reinforcements, which had
arrived during the night Augerean repbed in the
same cypher, but in the hent of battle a mistake was
made and headquariers were vrable to decypher the
message. 1t was presumed to be an scknowiedgment,
but the Marshal could not spare one man. owing 1o
the leroe anack he was facing Allied pressure was
forcing him steachly back and if he had withdrawn
part of his corps the flank woulkd probably have
collapsed. The result was that po exira ponteons
were bailt,

As the second day drew ta un end the radius of the
circle around the town had decreased to about four
miles and duning the night Napoleon gave the order
to retreat. The cavalry crossed at duwn over the one
hradge, with the artillery and infantry following. The
congestion got worse and worse and, with the Afled
assault starting once more, panic set in. Discipline
was Jost and # French ofhcer, thinking the enemy
were getting aear, blew up the bridge. leaving half the
army on the northern hank of the river. Some tried
o swim and many were drowned Others fought
desperately 10 the end. Demworalsed groups sur-
rendered,

Napoleon's army pever recovered from this defeat,
A defeat through a mistake in @ cypher,

WoF. P

KISS ME QUICK, I'M GOING
Navel man, aged 30, atractive and theifty, sceks
companioesiip of vowng ladv, 2025, view to marei-
mony,  Photos  welcomed, Box X YZ- - EvENING
Paver,

For vears now | hive held the view that the Navy
is not what it was. Vice-Admiral Su Theodor
Thynnwitt, who writes explosive letiers 1o The Times
on the subject, holds that the Navy s going 10 the
dogs, Whilst I am no supporter of the Admiral—he
manages pretty well with a wheel-chair-—1 would like
to paraphrase his remark into “the dogs ure going
from the Nawvy,”

Topscurttle me foreyib, but the cissy who inserted
that adverl. into (iwe paper was no saval man. In the
Navy, yes, but not of it. Do you suppase that Sir
Theodor caught his wife through u three-line ad. in
the Evening Blwes? Not on your lile, sweetheart. The

odds are that Theodor, bless his white whiskers, poked
SOME PANLYWLIST Civyy In the eye. seduced his girl, and
murried her when she caught up with him, He prob-
ably had a job wondering which one 10 pick out of
the crowd, Theo aas no sint, but, by heavens, be
was a sailor,

1 am no student of psychology—tiw cocrespondence
schools take o dim view of those who fail to keep up
their payments—but it is transparently clear 10 a
suckling bube why this so-called naval man can’t find
a girl for himself. A suckling babe of my acquaintance
10 whom [ showed the advert, sawd: “Ic is transpar-
ently clear why be can't find u gl for hamsell.” OF
course, he laid off sucking for a moement in order to
say it

Look at the advertisement agin, shipmates, and
you'll see for yourselves the reason why. . . .

“Thrifty.” Well, what are you gaping u1? That's
the reason. Thriftv. Who ever heard of o thrifty
satlor?

Imagine 1his fellow taking a gic to the pictures,
He probably edges behind ber just as they reach the
paybos, and expects her to pay lor the fsh 2nd chips
when they come out. She'll get the bus tickets as o
malter of course, and if she reaches home without
tosing something she'l! be durned Tucky.

Photos welcomed, eh? You can’t fool s, Box XYZ.
We know the sinister purpose behind this seemingly
NNOSENt Fequest.

Lot us suppose he gets a batch of them by return
post.

Contrary to good order and naval discipline, he
Lhhrows aside the good-leoking ores and concentrates
on the notsso-fortunate. Picking out the ughess, he
dates her by post, From now on t's plain sasling.
They go to e cinemsa; she pays. Big eats; she pays.
Bus to the park; she pays. Having lured her into the
wilds he batters her to a pulp, pinclss ber handbag,
and Jeaves her body 1o the vultures. Nobody will
bather about a jane with a face like a scaboot, and
our agony-column Lothario sneaks back Lo his ship
and pens another advest.

But this is pure specolation. Ul bet a pound to a
pinch of grit that he won't get & singse reply 1o his
nausesting ad. A recenl poll reveals that of three
females interested in thrifty sailors, two were mentally
retarded and the other hadn’t been & gird for twenty-
five years, and would have welkcomed any sailor,
thrifty or otherwise,

Discussing the adverssement with my foend lazy
Cohen, & member of one of the oldest families in
Hampshire, | said: “"What do you think of this egg”"*

A seile crept inlo lzzy's Blue eves and his blopde
curls danced with merriment. “Vy,” he said, "the
whoie thing must be a yoke.”

No, Box XYZ, we don't Hke your cringing appeal.
Let 15 go back to the days when men were men and
O.Ds, were cooks of the mess. When, on recelpt of
the news that Jack wus ashore, wise men counted
their speons and wise women counted their daughiers,

Ben Doviz.
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COMMUNICATIONS GAZETTE
RECENT PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS

[Epitor’s Notr.

Althowgle every eodeavime Iy made 10 enspre thatl the inforounion in this seclion is

correct, we ask readers not o bread ©f as awthorifative in the sivict sense, and o groant wx their ukedgence (f
accasiomel errovy aee mavde.
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J. F. Beer . iie
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i. A, F, BUTLER, D.S.C,

), Brack. .

~ L BURNHAM

. Batrensay
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. A B. Buano
. Baooke
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. CLAXTON
. Curnarorn
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L DunsTrrvILLY
=, P. DEANE
. DAuvaNEY
. DouGLas
J DAVIES, M.B.E.

ZeErmmOma QNO
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. Dreves
. Daury

)

K. FNll.AY
. M. FLEETWOOD B
. D, Grant, M1, CH.B,

-
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TA>U<O an

P.oW. W, Geanam, ns.c
E. J. Gavrozp

A, H. C. GorponsLenvox
C. F. Gray

G J. Hines |

R. W. Huosss

Rank
S.C.CO,
A/C.CO.
L. Cdr. (L)
Lt, Cdr,

Lu. Cdr.
S.C.C.O.
Lt

JJOWRNS.

Lt
Li. Cdr,

Lt RAN,
SCCO.
Le, Cdr.
Captain
Lo

Lt

Cdr.
S.CC.O.
C.C.O

AIS.C.CO.
C.C.O, (Air}
C.Co.
S5.C.CO.
Cdr,

o

Lt

Lt
1HOWRNS

L1 Cdr,

Cormm. Lieut.

$.C.C.O,
1.¢. Cdr,
Le. Cdr.
Proby. Ty
Act. Surgn,
Lieut,

Lt Celr.
Lt

Cdr.
CC.O.

Lt

Lt, Cdr.

Whence
Duke of York
President
Mercury
Mercury
Ausonin
Drake 11
Long (C) Course
Condor
Yulture

Diadem

Muidstone

Duke of York
Hightlyer

President (J.S.5.C.)
Pembroke

Mercury
Saker
Liverpool
Pembroke

Liverpool

Merlin

Ganges

Warnor
Mercury 11
President

Long {C) Course
Long (C) Course
Drake

Pressdent

Drake 11

Terror

Glasgow

President (1858 C)
Victory

Duke of York
Yictory |,
President

Sussex

Long (C} Course
President

\Whither

Drake

Newastle

Collingwood

President

Duke of York

Ganges

Zephyr

St Angelo

Promoted Lt. Cdr, and re-
appointed

President (Flag Lieut. to Board
of Admiralty

Mercury

Implacable

Placed on Retired List

President (S.O.T.C.)

Promoted L. Cdr.
appoimted

Glasgow

Dryad (Rudar Course)

Mercury

Promoted A/Comm. Licut. and
appointed President

Promoted S.C.C.O

Vulture

Mercury

Dolphin

President (Staff Course)

Dadem

Forth

Maidstone

Promoted 10 Chiel Officer, ap-
pointed President

Belfast

Flaced on Retired List

Cochrane

President IDS D))

President (D.R.E))

Mercury

and re-

Implacable

Placed on Retired Liss
Surprise

Drake 11

Buttheaxe

Highflyer
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Of @il the natisns who link their Ixritage with the
sea, Britain can justly clasm the strongest fie — for no other land
has besn better served by ships or found such [avosr with the tides.
And thongh time bas seen grear chanves in onr fleets, that fine
British craftsmanship — which tn the past bas stood us well —
is still a proud asiet, and serves, to-day, with equal distinction in

Srandard Telephores and Cables Limired

COMNAUGHT HOUSE ALDWYCH., LONDON W.C.J
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Name

E. F. Hapgoon “
M. HODGES. O.be.
JOAL L Jonnson
CoA Jamis | A
G KNIGHT ;
A, KEnsaTr

), Kanax s
R. E. Kest . 7%
H. LwobLe |, L
A, G Lrwis

R. E. LEsSH, R AN,

A, M. LoveLoos

A, D Lenox-ConyINGHAM
F. M. M. Mususn . |

D. V. MOrGAN, MRE,

R. C. MORGAN

J. B D Miceen

A, G McCruw

J. C. NewanG

R.A. H Pantrn
R.T. PavL, o.5e. ..

W. L PARKER

J. B. PATEnsON, DS.C

AT G C Praowy, cns,,
0.5.0,

D. M. PATCHETT 20

C, H. Pain .. i ‘“

H. PaTT:s0N =6
H, H. Ripure 3
C. R, MBF O

R. B. Ricuarnson "¢
R. Swirr

E. W. Swmur . ‘>
A, Smitn P

. TumnsLLl

L Tworne, RINZN, |,
. Townsend-Gireen

. TuRNBULL ‘
LA B WALSHI &
O Wake-Waxrr <V

Rank

S.C.CO.
Caplain
AS.CCO.
L, Cdr,
Comm L1
Cdr.

Lt
ASCCO.
S.C.C.OAIN
C.CO

Lt,

CC.O.

Caplain
Lt,
Lt, Cdr,
Lt
Lt
Lt Cdr.
Lt

Lt
Captain

Cdr.
Lt
Captain

C.CO (AN
Lt

S.C.CO.
ks, Cir,
5.C.C0O

L1 Cdr,
SCCO,

S.C.CO.
C.CO AN
Lt

Lt

L.

C.CO.

Lt, Cdr
Cdr.

L1, Cdr,

A/CCO.

20 W.RANS.
CEy

L.

Lt,

Comm. Licut,

Le. Cdr,

Lt

Whence

Highflver
President
St. Angelo
Superb
Afnkander
Pembroke
Zephyr
Mercury
Scahawk
Newcastie
Long (C) Course
Pembroke

Victory
Triumph

Tamur (<)
Terror

Loag (C) Course
Duke of York
Forth

Philomel 1 for 2 years
loan 10 RAINJZN
President

Mercury

Duke of York
Cochrune

Sexn Eagle

H.M.A, Naval Depor,

London
Drake
Bactleaxe
Rooke

St. Angelo
Dalphin

Dalphin

Condor

Dryad

Hormet

Long () Course
Gunges

Sussex

St, Angelo

Stag
Implacable
Mercury

Long (C) Course
Loag (C) Course
St Angele
Sussix

Long (C) Course

THE COMMUNICATOR

Whither

Ganges

Re-appointed for six months

Promoted 10 $.C.C.Q),

President (1.5.S.C)

Placed on Retired List

Presadent

Sparrow

Promoted S.C.C.O.

Seu Eagle

Liverpool

H.M.AS. Sydney

Blugjucke: (three years ioun
service 10 RN

Prasident (JSC C))

Dolphin

Superb

Mercury

Dolphin

Implacuble

Pmmxcd Lt

pointed

Ptomou:d L1, Cdr, and re-
appointed

Mull of Galloway and as
SO.RF, Clyde Arca

St. Angelo as F.C.O.

Mercury (Temporary)

President

Cdr. and re-

Scahawk
Promoted L1,
appointed

Glory

TYerror

Promoted Comm.  Lieut
resapoointed

Mercury

Terror {2 vears exchange service
m RNZN}

Victory

Merlin

Promoted Lt Cdr. reappainted

R.A.E. Furnbocough

Implacable

Pembroke

President (D.S.D )

Lent Victory {Damage Controd
Course)

Osiris

Mercury

Condor

Cdr, and  re-

nnd

Fierce
Triumph
Mercury
Mercury 11,
Pembroke
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NAAFI SERVES

T e Tryad Niwy

No ane but yau ewne Naah Ne ene Sat you, the Service man gr woms
heaefns leom Naaf proficg !

Naafi is tha mears by which the Forcer bay whoiena'e, tar sl 1o the Forces seenl
cernining for the Forces all scrpivper | Malp yecrsall by natremsing Naafi !

N AAFI

THE CRNCIAL CANTEEN CREAMSATION rof M N ICRCSE

RUXLEY TOWERS
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Name Rank Whence Whither

), Woon, BAC, L.t, Cdr. Fanh Vicrory

E. ). Wessix SCC0 Afrikander Promoted Comm. Lieut,

) D, Wit tiaan L1, Mercury Glory

M. L. WooLLcovme L, Moercury Promoted Lr. Cide, und ree
appointed

Sir Mazsuan G, CoWarminGg- Lt Cde. Victory Flowerdown

o, Ban
W. R. WELLS L, Cdr President (Tactica! President (D.R )
Course)
1, F. Waweur C.Co. Nigeria Mercury
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GREENBURGH'S Cuslomers look SMART
whether dressed as Peity Officers, Seamen
oy Civilians because we provide WELL CUT
AND TAILORED ciothes combined with

good cuality at Moderate Prices

OUR MONTHLY ALLOTMENT SCHEME

covering all departments including Clothing,
Fancy GCoods, Jewellery, etc, allowa you

SIX MONTHS' CREDIT
At No Extra Cost
Call or Write to

GREENBURGH

BROS, LTD,

Naval & Civilian Outfitters
126 QUEEN STREET
PORTSMOUTH

also at Devonport, Chatham, Mala

Prived by Lawursee Papss Lo, Memry Bowd New Baroer Herts . in conjunction with Edgar Sercumbe. Farnham, Sorrey
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1848 to 1948
J. Beaker & Co Ltd

OVER ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF SERVICE TO
THE ROYAL NAVY

PORTSMOUTM OEVONFONT PORTLAND CHATHAM

A, 12 Queen Streer 17 Tavisrnak Raad 14 1S Cantintaws 1) Railwey Street
Portses —— Yal, 040 Btokmea—Tal, W0 Yel 2298 Tol. 42422
MHEAD OFFICE: 18, COMMERCIAL NOAD, FORTSMOUTHM, Teol dlia

CHAPMANS LAUNDRY

A LAUNDRY AND DRY CLEANING
SERVICE FOR THE SERVICES

SOCKS DARNED — BUTTONS REPLACED
FREE OF CHARGE

PORTSMOUTH
2086




YR e
-~ X —

Serving Abroad?

All orders received from customers serving abroad given
special attention and prompt despacch,

Remember, If you are already a customer of ours, we have
complete and exact details of your size, measuréments, etc,

Nearly 50 years' experience In naval outfitzing is at your
service and ensures satisfaction. We can supply from stock
everything you need.

Send for detalled cotologue Farticulors of cur Allotment
of stote your requirements Scheme sent on request

YOU CAN RELY ON

FLEMINGS

FOR PERFECT FITTING, BEST MATERIALS,
CORRECTNESS OF DETAIL & COMPLETE SATISFACTION

A. FLEMING & CO.

(OUTFITTERS) LTD.

Head Offices

HAY STREET & PORTLAND STREET
< PORTSMOUTH s

CONTRACTORS TO THE ADMIRALTY

Fariwmaned Bpanches
i1 EDINBURGH ROAD and
TRAFALGAR INSTITUTE, EDINSURGH ROAD

Seavches i w
CHATEAM . DEVONPORT - WEYMOUTH CIRRALTAR




